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A Message from Haley  

Our World Language learners have been very busy this spring. In the past month,
twenty students from the high school participated in the Seal of Biliteracy testing.
These students tested in Spanish, Portuguese, German and Arabic. We have two
seniors that have already qualified for the Seal of Biliteracy. Pending test results, we
are very hopeful that several more of our seniors will be awarded the Seal at
graduation this year. Look for updates in the fall about testing opportunities!

SSCPS Juniors and Seniors taking the Avant Stamp Assessment for the Seal of Biliteracy. 

https://mailchi.mp/sscps/weeklyupdate05052021-11197522?e=75c0482a70
http://www.sscps.org/


What is the Seal?

We are excited to now offer the Massachusetts Seal of Biliteracy to South Shore
Charter Public School students. This is awarded to students who demonstrate
proficiency in English (score of 501 on Next-Gen or 260 on Legacy on the English
Language Arts grade 10 MCAS test) and at least one additional language. The Seal
certifies that a student is proficient in all modes of a language, such as speaking,
listening, reading and writing. Students can be assessed for language proficiency their
junior or senior year or case by case as an underclassman. Qualified students will
receive a seal on their high school transcript to signify the award along with a
certificate of achievement.  

Who can achieve the Seal? 

Any student at SSCPS can apply and work toward attaining the Seal of Biliteracy. The
Seal can be awarded for any world language studied at SSCPS or any heritage
language learned at home. In order to attain the required proficiency level at SSCPS,
students should plan to take four consecutive years of the language and will test their
junior and/or senior year. Heritage speakers should be prepared to demonstrate
proficiency in both spoken and written language and can test as early as freshman
year. 

How does the Seal benefit students?  

Knowing a second language and understanding other cultures increases students’
marketability to both universities and employers. In our global society, cultural
competency and language proficiency have become essential skills for the workplace
and are required in many fields. The Seal of Biliteracy rewards students who value
cultural awareness and can apply their language abilities to real-life settings. The
Massachusetts Department of Education is working diligently to present to colleges
and universities about the Seal. The list of colleges and universities that accept the
Seal continues to grow. Those that currently accept the Seal for credit can be found
here. Students who obtain the Seal are encouraged to advocate for credit upon
entering their undergraduate degree. If you have any further questions please reach
out to Haley Edmondson.

World Language Requirements

At SSCPS, the high school requirement for language is two years, although we
encourage students to continue with a language all four years. Taking four years of
the same language gives students eligibility to test for the Seal of Biliteracy, as well as

https://sealofbiliteracyma.org/college-credit/
mailto:hedmondson@sscps.org


prepares them for college-level language courses. Not all colleges and universities
expect students to have the same number of years of studying a foreign language.
Some require or recommend two years; others ask for three. Many recommend that
you actually commit to the component for all four years of high school. The
recommendations and requirements from colleges and universities in regards to
language varies and should be reviewed by students and families. A list of college and
university recommendations and requirements can be found here. 

Recommendation vs. Requirement

In general, competitive colleges require at least two years of world language classes in
high school. These classes should be in the same language—colleges would much
prefer to see proficiency in one language, rather than a jump from language to
language. When a college recommends "two or more" years of a language, they are
clearly signaling that going beyond those two years of language study would
strengthen your application. No matter where you apply for college, a demonstrated
proficiency in a second language will improve your chances of admission. Life in
college and after college is becoming increasingly globalized, so strength in a second
language carries a lot of weight with admissions counselors. 

Haley Edmondson 
World Language Curriculum Coordinator

Cultural Celebrations continue at SSCPS with Art and Music Week 

Activities include:

-  Exploring Art and music from across the world

-  Wish Leaf Project from the Art Department

-  Learn Traditional Dance with Chantelle Boateng at the High School

Last week was a great success.  Students came dressed in traditional heritage
attire for Dress Your Heritage Day.  It was an awesome sight! 

Pictures captured it all!

https://www.collegetransitions.com/dataverse/foreign-language-requirements
https://www.thoughtco.com/college-application-overview-788847








From the SSCPS Health Office 

With the warmer weather out comes lots of bugs, including ticks. The students are outside

more often this year, including for PE class. Please remember to check your student daily

for ticks. The school is not allowed to apply bug spray or sunscreen to any student, so please

apply at home, at your discretion.  
 

As the weather gets warmer it is important to remember to have your student bring a

refillable water bottle every day.   There are water refilling stations located around the

school



If your student has completed the Covid-19 vaccines, please send the paperwork to the

appropriate health office.   Students who are fully vaccinated will not be required to

quarantine if they are deemed a close contact.  

 For the high school please email sdupras@sscps.org or bfolan@sscps.org.    

For K-8 please email dedwards@sscps.org or jkjelgaard@sscps.org.  

 The Covid-19 vaccine is not mandatory. 
 

If your child has a history of seasonal allergies and is experiencing their typical allergy

symptoms such as nasal congestion, runny nose, sneezing, watery or red eyes they may still

participate in person learning. Any student that has fever, vomiting, diarrhea or loss of

smell or taste need to remain out of school and have a negative PCR COVID test before

returning. Siblings need to remain out until the student has a negative PCR test.

The Health Office continues to run 2 separate COVID testing programs. Both of these tests

are voluntary.  In order to participate in each program you will need to sign up for them

separately.

The BinaxNow Rapid Test is for students/staff that develop COVID-like symptoms while at

school. This test can be administered at school and results are available in fifteen (15)

minutes. Students/staff will still be required to leave school, even with a negative test

result.   Positive results are presumed positives and students will be required to isolate.  

Register your student for Symptomatic Rapid COVID testing with the following link:

https://app.beacontesting.com/register/with-code?code=EKMBEX

Pool Testing is a weekly COVID test for students and staff.  Students will be tested on the

weeks they are in person learning.  This program is not available to remote students.  Pool

testing is when a number (usually 5-10) swabs are put in the same tube and a PCR test is

done on the batch/pool. 

If the pool comes back negative, it is presumed all individuals in this pool are negative. 

If the pool comes back positive, each student is individually tested using the BinaxNow

Rapid test done at school. Any positive students will be sent home to isolate and contact

tracing will be done. If all students come back negative with the rapid testing, each student

will then have an individual PCR test to be sent out from school. All students will be asked

to quarantine until the PCR results come back. 

When you sign consent for pool testing, you are consenting for all 3 types of testing to be

done at school (pool testing, rapid antigen and individual PCR testing). 

Register your student for weekly pool testing with the following link:

https://app.beacontesting.com/register/with-code?code=WPWCQJ 

Please see the Health Office page on the SSCPS website for more information on rapid and

pooled testing, along with other COVID-19 information.

mailto:sdupras@sscps.org
mailto:bfolan@sscps.org
mailto:dedwards@sscps.org
mailto:jkjelgaard@sscps.org
https://app.beacontesting.com/register/with-code?code=EKMBEX
https://app.beacontesting.com/register/with-code?code=WPWCQJ
https://www.sscps.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=461960&type=d


If you have any additional questions or need any additional information please do not

hesitate to reach out to the nursing staff.  

K - 8:  781-982-4202 x 104 

High School: 781-982-4202 x 182

Darcie Edwards, RN 

Susan Dupras, RN 

Jaime Kjelgaard, RN 

Barbara Folan, RN

Housing Help
Paying rent or a mortgage can be especially challenging during a pandemic. The
Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community Development has
centralized information about resources for families struggling to make rent or
mortgage payments due to COVID-19. If you or another family you know needs
assistance, please go to www.mass.gov/covidhousinghelp for more information. 

WiFi Assistance
Please use the buttons below for information regarding  low cost internet
services in your area.

FROM THE YEARBOOK COMMITTEE

The 2021 yearbook is now in progress and all the memories of the 2021 school
year will be published forever in print. 

Low Cost Internet Services

NDIA Free and Low Cost Internet Plans

Lifeline Cell Phone Service Provider

http://www.mass.gov/covidhousinghelp
https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/5b5132dc-b7db-4f07-a5fe-4f7f8433b1cd/Internet_Services.xlsx
https://www.digitalinclusion.org/free-low-cost-internet-plans/
https://www.assurancewireless.com/


To order online go to www.coffeepond.com, to login use school
password: bluejaguar.  

 Email Christine at cbodnar@sscps.org with any questions. 

From the Parents Association

PA Nominations for 2021-2022

2021-2022 Parent Association Election for SSCPS! 
Survey Closes: This Friday 5/21/2021 – Click the link below to cast
your vote:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PAElections2021-2022 
  
New PA will be announced in Weekly on May 26 and inducted at the
June Meeting (Zoom) 
Thank you all for coming to cast a ballot for all Parents Association positions.
Only SSCPS Parents and Guardians may cast votes. 
  
As your appointed Election Team, we are committed to ensuring the process is
efficient, fair, measurable, and accessible to all parents. 
             

Only current SSCPS Parents or Guardians may vote in this election,
One vote per parent/guardian will be allowed,
You must make one selection for each position,
You are given the option to abstain from voting for a particular position if,
for any reason, you choose not to (via an "I choose not to cast a vote for
this position" option),
Results will ONLY be shared on an aggregate level (e.g. # of total voters, #
of votes per nominee, # that chose not to vote for a position, etc.)
If there is a tie for a position, a second survey will be sent out only for
those who need a tie-breaker,
If you would like to self-nominate for a position that has no nominees,
please insert your name with brief intro. Election will be held at June PA
meeting,
If there is a dispute or demand for a recount, at least one member of the
Election Team and one school administrator will be engaged to review or
re-count parent/guardian submissions.

http://www.coffeepond.com/
mailto:cbodnar@sscps.org
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PAElections2021-2022


  
The Election Team remains committed and unbiased throughout its work on
this process, and we're committed to the integrity of the SSCPS Parent
Association. 
  
Thank you for carefully considering the nominees who have stepped
up to represent us. 
 

Community Interest





From South Shore Charter Educational Foundation



Thursday 05/20 AP World History 12:00pm

Thursday 05/20

Board of Trustees Annual and Regular Meeting 

Governance Committee 

Personnel Committee

7:30pm 

6:30pm 

6:00pm

Friday 05/21 Professional Development Early Release 12:00pm

Mon-Fri 05/24-05/28 K-12 All In-Person Learning  

Monday 05/24 Grade 10 ELA MCAS  

Tuesday 05/25 AP Chemistry 8:00am

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84859443981?pwd%3DV3c2ZlAzVFl3aDA0aHpvUDN2QVlxZz09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1621860745208000&usg=AOvVaw1snCHQcGwLecDCMsd55f6v
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87845417364?pwd%3DMml0NlNnOHJETXdSYWVLZHllWGJYdz09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1621860745208000&usg=AOvVaw1-kmOGcuj_TpQuFCKfsWSu
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87845417364?pwd%3DMml0NlNnOHJETXdSYWVLZHllWGJYdz09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1621860745208000&usg=AOvVaw1-kmOGcuj_TpQuFCKfsWSu


Tuesday 05/25 Grade 10 ELA MCAS  

Wednesday 05/26 Level II ELA MCAS  

Thursday 05/27 Grades 5-8 ELA MCAS  
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Important Links
Weekly Updates are emailed and posted to our
website www.sscps.org every Wednesday. 

Food Service
Health Office 

Massachusetts Department of Transitional
Assistance
Visit the Parents Association Website

Visit our new online option to purchase
SSCPS apparel 

Here are links to upcoming events and other
items of interest.  Please contact Pam Algera at
palgera@sscps.org to submit SSCPS items for
publication. 
 

 
School Documents 
 
2020-21 School Calendar 

 

2021-22 School Calendar 

 

Student and Family

Handbook 

 

SSCPS By-Laws 
 
 

 
 

https://twitter.com/SShoreCharterPS
https://vimeo.com/sscps
http://www.sscps.org/
http://www.sscps.org/
https://www.sscps.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=460771&type=d
https://www.sscps.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=460771&type=d
https://www.sscps.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=461960&type=d
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/department-of-transitional-assistance
https://sscpspa.weebly.com/
https://www.sscps.org/apps/news/show_news.jsp?REC_ID=523210&id=0
mailto:palgera@sscps.org
http://files.sscps.org/browsable/About/News+And+Events/FY21%20CALENDAR%20revised%20November%202020.pdf
http://files.sscps.org/browsable/About/News+And+Events/FY22%20CALENDAR%20one%20page.pdf
https://www.sscps.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=306647&type=d&termREC_ID=&pREC_ID=579530
https://files.sscps.org/browsable/Governance/Public+Documents/SSCPS%20%20Bylaws%2008+17+2018.pdf
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