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A Message from Donika

The mathematics classroom is a dynamic one and this year there is excitement
around being back and utilizing multimodal strategies. Everyone has their own
predetermined opinions about math and as we know, the content builds on itself.
Math is not only an important content for the past, present, and future but for the
overall development of problem solving skills and of the brain. Challenging students
with a deeper level of thinking gives them the tools they need to reason through
problems and apply critical thinking skills in all content areas. The K-12
mathematics department has started the year with resilience, confidence, and
determination to fill learning gaps as a result of the lost in person learning time
over the past year and a half. To achieve this goal the department has been
implementing direct instruction, hands-on activities, formative assessments, and
IXL as our new comprehensive digital learning platform. 
  
Learning math successfully requires a growth mindset and being able to interact
with the concepts in a real life way. All math learners must understand that the
content requires patience and perseverance, as well as multiple methods of
presentation/problem solving. Teacher modeling is a critical form of direct
instruction for students. The K-12 math department has been modeling not only
how to solve problems but also how to be active listeners, participants, and note
takers in the classroom while at the same time modeling how to follow daily
routines. Students have been relearning how to use a pencil and paper to draw
visual representations of problems and to organize their work for multi-step
problems. These are skills that may have been missed while using only a computer
for instruction and practice. Along with these skills comes hands-on learning as a
crucial tool for learning in the mathematics classroom. Being able to use physical
manipulatives allows the learner to interact with the math concepts in different
and real ways. Whether it is to be able to calculate quantities, sort data, or measure
volume, students greatly benefit from these tactile forms of learning. Through this
engagement of physical objects, students can develop a deeper understanding of key
concepts because they are exploring for themselves. 
 

https://mailchi.mp/sscps/weeklyupdate10132021?e=75c0482a70
http://www.sscps.org/
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Kindergarten students using beans and fingers to count and playing a partner math game

3rd grade assessment of multiplication, division, and the distributive property
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6th Grade students using Fruit Loops to sort categorical data and create ratios

12th grade students using tennis balls to solve a Fermi Problem in 

Quantitative Reasoning Class

Teachers have been hard at work providing direct instruction and hands-on
opportunities for their students this year. More important than ever they have been
practicing and fine tuning assessment strategies to identify the learning needs for
all students. One of the benefits taken from remote/hybrid learning was that
software programs can be used to provide instant feedback and assessment of
student understanding. Summary statistics identifying learning gaps for an
individual student or class provide teachers with the tools they need to adjust their
instruction and curriculum in real time. Teachers in grades K-8 have had multiple
hours of professional development learning how to implement IXL as our new
platform to provide comprehensive skills, and real-time diagnostics. IXL can be
personalized to student needs, whether they require a stronger foundation or more
challenging concepts for their grade level. The curriculum aligns with the
Massachusetts Mathematics Curriculum Frameworks and will provide year-long
practice for MCAS like questions as well as data to better drive instructional
strategies. Skills are assigned to students for guided practice. Most exciting are the
diagnostic assessments which adapt to the learner and adjust question types
depending on how the student answers. Teachers are provided with real-time data
so that they can address learning gaps and misunderstandings immediately.  
  
As we enter the halfway point of October it is more noticeable than ever that
students and teachers are working hard and appreciating the time together in a
classroom setting. Teachers have continued to adapt their methods to support their
students' needs and provide a productive learning environment to set students up to
have a successful year.  
  
Donika Darabus 
Mathematics Curriculum Coordinator

From the Health Office

COVID-19 FAQ 2021-2022
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What are the symptoms of COVID-19?  
 COVID-19 Symptoms List

Fever (100.0’F or higher), chills, or shaking chills
Difficulty breathing or Shortness of breath
New loss of taste or smell
Muscle aches or body aches
Cough (not due to other known cause, such as chronic cough)
Sore throat, when in combination of other symptoms
Nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea, when in combination of other symptoms
Headache, when in combination with other symptoms
Fatigue, when in combination with other symptoms
Nasal congestion or runny nose (not due to other known causes, such as
allergies), when in combination with other symptoms

What should I do every morning before my child goes to school? 
Perform a wellness check every morning before your student arrives at school. 
Please check temperatures and check to see if your student has any of the above
mentioned symptoms.  
  
What happens if my student develops COVID-like symptoms in school?  
If your child develops COVID-like symptoms at school they will be sent to the CARE
room. If they have been registered for in school COVID-19 testing they will be tested
at school.    If the symptoms are minor they can remain in school with a negative
test, for more severe symptoms they will be sent home and may return when they
are fever free for 24 hours without meds and symptoms have improved.   If students
are not registered for COVID testing they will be sent home if they have any of the
above bolded COVID symptoms or if they have multiple symptoms on the list and
will need a COVID test before returning to school.  
  
My student has a pending a COVID-19 Test but feels better.   Can they return to
school while we wait for results? 
No, students cannot return to school unless the health office has received a copy of
the students negative results.   
  
What is the CARE room?  
The CARE room is a separate room where students with any COVID-like symptoms
are brought until they are picked up from school.  The CARE room is a separate room
from the health office.  The students will remain in the CARE room or outside with a
nurse until they leave school.  
  
If my child is sent home from school with COVID-like symptoms can their
siblings be at school?  
Yes, siblings may remain in school as long as they remain symptom free.  
  
My child has COVID-like symptoms and I am keeping them home, can I send my
other children to school?  
Yes, if a household member has symptoms but the student has no symptoms they
may be in school.   If the household member was to test positive for COVID-19 the
student would need to be picked up immediately.   
  
Can I test my student using an over the counter rapid COVID-19 test? 
No, we cannot accept OTC tests.   Only tests administered through a healthcare
facility are accepted.  
  
What should I do if my student is positive for COVID-19? 
Please keep your student home and contact the school’s Health Office immediately. 
The student will need to be isolated for 10 days.  The students will need to be cleared
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through the health office before returning.   They will also need to have
resolved/improved symptoms and be fever free for 24 hours without fever reducing
medication.  All siblings will need to remain home and quarantine unless they are
fully vaccinated and have provided the appropriate Health Office with a copy of their
vaccination card.   
  
Do I report my COVID-19 test results? 
Yes, both negative and positive test results should be reported to the appropriate
Health Office. 
  
How do I contact the school if my student will be absent from school? 
Please use the email: attendence@sspcs.org or contact the appropriate school health
office 
HS: 781-982-4202 X 182 or email: bfolan@sscps.org 
K-8: 781-982-4202 x104 or email: dedwards@sscps.org or jkjelgaard@sscps.org 
If your student has any COVID like symptoms please speak to the nurse directly. 
  
A household member tested positive COVID, can my student be in school? 
Students must quarantine if a family member is positive unless they are fully
vaccinated and remain symptom free.  Students who are not vaccinated will need to
quarantine.  Please contact the health office to discuss when students may return to
school.  
  
Why is it important for me to call my student’s school nurse when they are home
sick?  
Keeping communication with your child’s school nurse about your student’s illness
allows for the nurses to track illnesses in the school community and to maximize
the health and safety of all students and staff. 
  
What is a close contact?  
Per the CDC, a close contact is someone who has been within 6 feet of a person
positive for COVID-19 for a total of 15 minutes in a 24 hour period in the previous 48
hours of the onset of symptoms or from a positive COVID-19 result of an
asymptomatic person. 
  
The following close contacts are exempt from testing and quarantine response
protocols: 

Asymptomatic, fully vaccinated close contacts: Individuals who are
asymptomatic and fully vaccinated are exempt from testing and quarantine
response protocols.
Classroom close contacts: An individual who is exposed to a COVID-19 positive
individual in the classroom while both individuals were masked, so long as
the individuals were spaced at least 3 feet apart, is exempt from testing and
quarantine response protocols.
Bus close contacts: Individuals on buses must be masked according to federal
requirements. As such, individuals who are masked on buses when windows
are open are exempt from testing and quarantine response protocols.
Close contacts who have had COVID-19 within the past 90 days: An individual
who has been previously diagnosed with COVID-19 and then becomes a close
contact of someone with COVID-19 is exempt from testing and quarantine
response protocols if:

The exposure occurred within 90 days of the onset of their own illness
AND
The exposed individual is recovered and remains without COVID-19    
symptoms. 

  
What should I do if my student is a close contact to a person positive for COVID-

mailto:attendence@sspcs.org
mailto:bfolan@sspcs.org
mailto:dedwards@sspcs.org
mailto:jkjelgaard@sscps.org
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19? 
If your student is a close contact to a positive person outside of school or if they
choose not to participate in Test & Stay if they are school close contact (within 3’ of a
positive student) they will need to be quarantined.  If students remain symptom free
they can test on day 5 after exposure and if they continue to remain symptom free
may return to school on day 8 after exposure.   If students opt not to test they will
need to quarantine for 10 full days and may return on day 11 as long as they remain
symptom free.   Students will need to monitor for symptoms for a full 14 days and
return to quarantine and retest if they develop any symptoms.   
  
What should we do if a household member is a close contact?  
If a household member is in close contact with a person positive with COVID-19 and
asymptomatic, the student may remain in school, unless the household member
tests positive for COVID-19. 
  
What is Test & Stay? 
Students deemed close contacts (within 3’ of a positive student in the classroom)
will report to school each morning and have a rapid antigen test performed for 7
days.   Students may remain in school if they continue to have negative tests and
remain symptom free. Parents must remain close to the school for 15 minutes, until
the results are in. Results will be sent via text message or the health office will call
you if positive and you must immediately come pick up your student. Students who
are close contacts due to outside of school exposure can not participate in this
program. Your student will have to wear a mask during outside time, like recess or
specialist, except for snack and lunch while participating in Test & Stay.  
  
Why does my child have to wear a face mask? 
Face masks are an important measure to take to reduce the spread of COVID-19. Face
masks help reduce the spread by containing the infected person’s respiratory
droplets from traveling to other people. 
  
What type of mask should my student wear to school? 
All students and staff are required to wear a mask at school. Appropriate masks are
two-ply face masks that stay up around the nose. Masks should be washed daily
and students should have an extra mask in their bag. There are disposable masks
available if one becomes dirty or breaks while at school. Gaiters, bandanas, and
masks with a valve are not acceptable for school.  
  
How do I contact the school if I have questions about COVID-19 or need to report a
positive case? 
Should your child test positive for COVID-19, have symptoms, or if you have any
questions, please contact the appropriate school health office and speak to one of
our nurses directly.   
  
Testing Programs  
For more information on the testing programs, please visit the SSCPS Health Office
webpage. 
 
High School: 781-982-4202 X 182 or email:  
Barbara Folan, RN bfolan@sscps.org 
 
K-8: 781-982-4202 x104 or email:  
Darcie Edwards, RN dedwards@sscps.org or Jaime Kjelgaard, RN
jkjelgaard@sscps.org

Important Notice from DESE 

https://www.sscps.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=461960&type=d&termREC_ID=&pREC_ID=932945
mailto:bfolan@sspcs.org
mailto:dedwards@sspcs.org
mailto:jkjelgaard@sscps.org
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Extension of DESE Mask Requirement 
Through at Least November 1, 2021

At the special meeting of the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education
(Board) on August 24, 2021, the Board voted to declare “exigent circumstances”
pursuant to the Student Learning Time (SLT) regulations, 603 CMR 27.08 (1), and
authorized the Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education to
require masks for public school students (age 5 and above) and staff in all
grades through at least October 1, 2021. The mask requirement is an important
additional measure to keep students safe in school at this time. 
 
Consistent with the authority provided by the Board, and after consulting
with medical experts and state health officials, the Commissioner is
extending the mask requirement through at least November 1, 2021. 
 
Requirements and the full notice may be found here. 
 
As of October 15, 2021, if a school demonstrates a vaccination rate of 80 percent
or more of all students and staff in the school through an attestation form
submitted to the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE),
then vaccinated individuals in that school would no longer be subject to the
mask requirement.  In alignment with statewide guidance, unvaccinated
students and staff would be required to continue wearing masks. Additional
information about the Vaccination Rate Threshold is available here. DESE will
continue to work with medical experts and state health officials to review and
consider additional metrics to determine when individuals in schools would
no longer be subject to the mask requirement.

Art Department News 
 

Original Works is Back!
 
In a couple of weeks, your students will be bringing home a packet
with their special art creations and information about the Original
Works Program that the High School Art Workshop coordinates for the
school. 
 
You will have the opportunity to reproduce this art on items that can
be purchased through the program.  Anything ordered and returned by
November 5th will be created and returned to school by the beginning
of Decenber. 
 
We have worked with this program for 15 years and are pleased with
their results. 
 
If you have any questions please feel free to contact Marianne F.
Buckley Curran at mbuckleycurran@sscps.org or call 781-982-4202 x 304.

https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/6e0e59ac-8d6e-72c9-dffa-1835d96ade10/Extension_of_mask_mandate_9.27.2021.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-mask-requirements
https://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop/2021-0927vax-rate-guidance.pdf
mailto:mbuckleycurran@sscps.org
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Housing Help
Paying rent or a mortgage can be especially challenging during a pandemic.
The Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community Development has
centralized information about resources for families struggling to make rent
or mortgage payments due to COVID-19. If you or another family you know
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needs assistance, please go to www.mass.gov/covidhousinghelp  for more
information. 

Food Service - Breakfast and Lunch Program 

November Breakfast and Lunch Order Forms are now
available!  

 
All students enrolled at SSCPS qualify for Free Breakfast and Lunch for the 2021-
2022 academic year.  Please click on this link FamilyID Online Registration and

register for meals.  If you have any questions, contact me at
csalamone@sscps.org or at 781-982-4202 x156.

Thursday 10/14 MCAS Principal’s Coffee via Zoom 9:00am

Thursday 10/14 School Council via Zoom 4:30pm

Thursday 10/14

Board of Trustees 

Development & Facilities Committee  

Personnel Committee 

Governance Committee 

Finance Committee

All meetings will be held at 700 Longwater Drive 

and are available via Zoom

7:30pm 

5:00pm 

5:30pm 

6:00pm 

6:30pm 

  

 

Tuesday 10/19
South Shore Charter Educational Foundation Meeting

via Zoom
5:30pm

Tuesday 10/19
National Honor Society Induction Ceremony  

at 700 Longwater Drive
6:00pm

Wednesday 10/20 Parents Association Meeting via Zoom 6:30pm

    November Breakfast and Lunch Order Form is Available!  

 

http://www.mass.gov/covidhousinghelp
https://hello.familyid.com/
mailto:csalamone@sscps.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81212535085?pwd=UHZYT280cFYyVjN5OTZSNzJwdVNHdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82108030054?pwd=d2tsai9XK2xxaHpCMzZIbSt1U0tkdz09
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89099212038?pwd%3DWWtKbG9sdTRrek1MT1lPZTd0QzVIdz09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1634559096359423&usg=AOvVaw2j25sFtFtq_pfs03kkCGmy
https://www.google.com/url?q=http:///&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1634559096359423&usg=AOvVaw0bf6bu6JS0ome0hDr-cfuo
https://www.google.com/url?q=http:///&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1634559096359423&usg=AOvVaw0bf6bu6JS0ome0hDr-cfuo
https://www.google.com/url?q=http:///&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1634559096359423&usg=AOvVaw0bf6bu6JS0ome0hDr-cfuo
https://www.google.com/url?q=http:///&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1634559096359423&usg=AOvVaw0bf6bu6JS0ome0hDr-cfuo
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88317953336?pwd%3DUVNYNVV0UXQ3WloraWNZVkV0MWhUdz09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1634559096359423&usg=AOvVaw00REnFgVXVYc5gV1QPoo6H
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88406681213?pwd=cUpUejI0SmZDUHVUcWJhVWxlOWc0Zz09
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Important Links
Weekly Updates are emailed and posted to our
website www.sscps.org every Wednesday. 

Back-to-School Information

Food Service
COVID-19 Protocols 2021-22
Health Office 

Massachusetts Department of Transitional
Assistance
Visit the Parents Association Website

Visit our new online option to purchase
SSCPS apparel 

Here are links to upcoming events and other
items of interest.  Please contact Pam Algera at
palgera@sscps.org to submit SSCPS items for
publication. 
 

 
School Documents 
 
2021-22 School Calendar 

 

Student and Family

Handbook 

 

Arrival and Dismissal

Procedures 

 

SSCPS By-Laws 
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