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A Message from Matt

When asked what makes the charter school a special place the first thing that comes to my

mind is the diversity. You would be hard pressed to find a school on the south shore that is

more diverse than SSCPS. There are many areas in which the SSCPS community is

diverse but one area that always impresses me is the linguistic diversity. SSCPS families

speak 42 different languages! That translates into 45% of our SSCPS community having a

language other than English spoken at home. There are so many amazing benefits of

students being exposed to more than one language, it improves memory, critical thinking

and problem solving skills, and enhances their listening skills. In a student's first few years

of education, while all these wonderful benefits are taking place, they may need some

support to acquire English language proficiency.

At SSCPS the responsibility of providing this support falls on the English Language

Learner (ELL) department. The department is very small. Only four staff members make up

this amazing team. Laurie Hogan is the Title III Coordinator and teacher, Sam Kiesel,

and Julia Tramontana teach at the lower levels, and Karen Boyle is the administrative

assistant for the EL department. This department is responsible for about 207 students that

either receive or previously received EL support.

https://mailchi.mp/sscps/weeklyupdate-121422?e=75c0482a70
http://www.sscps.org/
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What is EL support and how do you know what students are entitled to the support?

The EL team provides support to students that require ELL support in two different ways. At

SSCPS the EL teachers may go into the classrooms to assist the classroom teacher in

supporting EL students or a FIT block may be created to provide more intensive language

support. Additionally, the EL program has expanded over the last few years to offer after

school tutoring and a 4 week summer school program. All EL students at SSCPS have

access to all educational program opportunities and instructional programs. Their level of

English proficiency does not change their class placement or remove them from any

general education classes. Currently SSCPS has 92 students that receive EL support.

At the time of enrollment parents fill out a home language survey. This survey indicates

whether or not another language is spoken at home or if another language is the first

language that the student learned. The State of Massachusetts defines an English

Language Learner as a student not born in the United States or whose native language is

a language other than English, or a student who comes from a home where a language

other than English has an impact on the student’s level of English language proficiency.  It

is important for families to understand that your child doesn't have to speak another

language in order to receive EL support. If a student is exposed to a language other than

English in the home they may qualify for EL support. 

After the EL team determines through the home language survey that a child may qualify

for EL support, the child will be screened in the areas of writing, reading, speaking, and

listening. These screenings will give the EL team the information they need to recommend

EL support. The EL team will reach out to families to let them know that EL support is being
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recommended. The EL team will monitor the student and provide the recommended

support based on their screening scores.

Each year in January and February, all students that are identified as EL will take the

ACCESS for ELLs test. The ACCESS for ELLs test is based on the WIDA English

Language Development standards. It is a standards-based, criterion-referenced English

language proficiency test designed to measure ELs’ social and academic proficiency in

English. It assesses social and instructional English used within the school context as well

as the language associated with language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies

across the four language domains; reading, writing, listening, and speaking. The scores

produced by ACCESS for ELLs will identify which proficiency level an EL has achieved at

the time of the assessment in each of domains of speaking, listening, reading, and writing

and the composite areas of literacy, oral language and overall. The EL team receives the

results of those tests in June and reviews them to determine the level of support a student

will need for the next school year. 

If a student is able to obtain proficiency then the EL team will reclassify the student as a

former English learner (FEL). Once the student becomes a FEL student, the EL

department will monitor that student for the next four years to make sure that they are able

to maintain their proficiency. If at any time a FEL student requires support the EL team is

able to recommend more support. Currently SSCPS has 110 students that are former

English learners.

We look forward to the upcoming ACCESS for ELs test so our students can show how their

English language proficiency has improved  over this past year.

Most families that require translation of this Mailchimp have it already in their browser.

However, if you would like to translate this or any other information sent by SSCPS, click

the extension button on the top right of this browser and select translation. It will then allow

you to choose the language you would like it translated to.

Sincerely,

Matthew Tondorf
Director of Learning Services
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MSA Founders
Left to right (Ayah Abouyoussef, Sawdah Osman, Hajar Abouyoussef, Kainat Ghuman,
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Rida Osman)

At the start of the school year, five SSCPS high school students created a new club: a

Muslim Student Association (MSA). They decided to start this new club in hopes of

providing a safe space for all students, Muslim or not. With the help of the assistant

principal TC and their MSA advisor, Alicia Dupuis, the first meeting took place on October

14th marking a new beginning.

MSA is a student-initiated and student-led club that promotes unity, encourages and

enables Muslims and non-Muslims with the basic knowledge of humanity, equity, and

service to others. MSA is open to everyone who is interested in learning about Islam and

embraces the concepts of harmony in diversity, peace and fellowship. As a whole, this club

aims to educate and spread awareness about Islam, partake in fun activities, and make

good memories.

MSA Group Picture

BASKETBALL
______________________________________________
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Varsity Boys basketball team playing against MATCH Charter last Friday.

Photo Credit @sscps_sports Instagram

The 2022 winter athletic season kicked off last Friday with the SSCPS Varsity Boys

basketball team traveling to MATCH charter. The game was a contested one until the

Jaguars pulled away in the 4th quarter with key defensive stops, securing a 61-48 win. 

Note: MATCH Charter was not able to field a Varsity Girls team and forfeited their 2022/23

season.

The SSCPS Boys JV and Varsity Basketball teams took the road on Tuesday evening, as

they traveled to Boston Prep for divisional games. The young and promising JV Jaguars

struggled to settle in early on but gathered their bearings in the second half to cut the

deficit. In the end, the experienced Boston Prep JV team proved to be too much on the

night and took down a double digit win. The JV Jaguars look to bounce back tonight

against Neighborhood Charter (6:30 PM - Archdale Community Center).
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Varsity Boys Basketball team playing against Boston Prep last night.

Photo Credit @sscps_sports Instagram

The Varsity Boys teams took the court following the JV game. This night marked the first

official MIAA game for South Shore Charter. The Jaguars pulled out early in front, led by

Louis Fuentes' defensive efforts. The sophomore had 3 steals in the first quarter alone and

gave his team a 5 point cushion at half time. The start of the second half told a different

tale. Boston Prep came out firing on all cylinders and went on a run of their own, taking a

30-26 lead with 4 minutes remaining in the contest. Sophomore Khai Francis led the

comeback, scoring 7 of his game high 16 points in the 4th quarter. The Jaguars weathered

the storm and regained a 1 point lead on a putback by senior Eden Dorvilier. Fellow senior

Isiah Desrosiers made two timely free throws to secure the first ever MIAA win for South

Shore Charter, 39-36. The Boys are now 2-0 on the season. Varsity Girls will make their

season debut tonight as they take on Community Charter School of Cambridge @ MIT

(7:30 PM). The Varsity Boys teams will suit up and play following the girls game.

 

Let's go Jaguars 🐾

CRICUT PROJECT
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CULTURAL DIVERSITY WORKSHOP
___________________________________________________
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Cultural Diversity Workshop designed holiday cultural games that are played in different

countries and presented those games to 4th graders.

CONCERT ETIQUETTE
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__________________________________________
 

Dear Parents,

The students have made great progress in learning the fundamentals of playing their string

instrument. They are so excited to perform for you and friends! As this may be the first time

they have ever performed in a formal concert setting, please help them prepare by

reviewing these guidelines together for proper concert etiquette. These also include

suggestions for audience behavior expectations to help you. 

Date of the first Winter concert: Wednesday, December 14, 2022 6:00pm

Students should arrive early enough before the concert begins for tuning and warm-

up.

Students should arrive at the PE space at 5:30
Students should arrive at the concert site in proper concert attire. Clothes should be

neat and clean. The concert attire is:  Black and White (please no pictures or
logos).
Be sure your child brings his/her music, instrument, and bow to the concert. The

students will be excited, so it will be easy for them to forget. 

Students should sit quietly on stage during the concert and acknowledge applause

of the audience as directed by the teacher. During the concert the students should

focus their attention on their director. They should avoid looking at the audience.

Students should especially watch the director closely for all starting and stopping

cues. 

Remind students that it is inappropriate for them to eat, drink, or chew gum during a

concert.

During the concert students should maintain good posture and a positive stage

presence at all times when on stage. They are not only representing themselves, but

also the entire orchestra. 

Encourage your child to play with his/her best effort. One purpose of a concert is to

show the audience the great progress made. Of course, students should enjoy

making beautiful music!

Thanks so much for letting me teach your child. The children have worked very hard and

are eager to perform for and your family and friends. Maybe your child has already played

for you some of the music that will be performed. I look forward to seeing you at the

concert!

Sincerely,

Theron Leonard
Paul Barrett

MassHire South Shore Information
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The Parents Association is working to ensure teachers can fill their
classrooms with the items they need. To help support our teachers
and their classrooms, please view the wishlists below.

Thank you!

PA Meeting Schedule | 2022-2023 School Year

Below you will find the meeting dates for the 2022-2023 school year: 

September 21, 2022
October 19, 2022
November 16, 2022
December 21, 2022
January 18, 2023
February 15, 2023
March 15, 2023
April 26, 2023
May 17, 2023
June 14, 2023 (Transition Meeting)

VIEW WISHLISTS

https://sscpspa.weebly.com/teacher-wish-lists.html
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Be on the lookout for upcoming volunteer opportunities. Information on the
Back to School Picnic will be coming soon as well. 

If you have any questions please feel free to reach out. Our website can be
found here.

Cindy Lyons
Parent Council Chair
Cindylyons1337@gmail.com

With the winter season upon us we wanted to send out some reminders from the
Health office. We are seeing an increase in viral illness in our school community and
would like to remind everyone of the policy about staying home when ill. 

Please keep students home from school for the following:

Fever greater than 100.0
Vomiting/diarrhea in last 24 hours
Not able to manage cough/nasal congestion
Test positive for COVID

When can my student return to school

Fever free for 24 hours without medication (if you give tylenol or motrin in the
morning, please keep student home from school)
No vomiting/diarrhea for 24 hours
Well enough to stay at school for the day

If your student becomes ill at school, please pick your student up within 45 minutes.
If it important to pick up your student 

Home COVID tests were sent home with every student prior to Thanksgiving break.
Please do an at home COVID test if your student has cold like symptoms (sore
throat, headache, cough, runny nose, or fever)

The school does not provide masks. If you would like your student to wear a mask at
school, please send them to school with one on and extras  

Kids are going out in all weather, please make sure your student has appropriate
winter clothing. It is also important to have a change of clothes at school for days
they get wet or need to change clothes for other reasons. 

All students should be bringing a water bottle to school every day and can refill at the
water refill station.

From the Department of Elementary

https://sscpspa.weebly.com/
mailto:Cindylyons1337@gmail.com
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and Secondary Education

Please see the attached letter from the Department of Public Health and the

Massachusetts Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics about steps families can

take to prevent illness and stay healthy this season.

You can also find the Spanish version here. These letters will also be posted online. 

This Week | Up and Coming

https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/fac604ac-21c2-7e06-8134-4d78bd3ace4d/DPH_AAP_Letter_Preventing_Fall_Illness_11_1_22.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/e1b06e4d-1c89-37f3-1b75-3210493ece32/DPH_AAP_Letter_Prevent_Fall_illness_11_1_22_FINAL_Spanish.pdf
https://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop.html
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Wednesday 12/14
Performing Ensemble Concert 

SSCPS PE Space-  104 Longwater Drive
6:00pm

Wednesday 12/21
Winter Concert for Grades K, 1, and 2 

SSCPS PE Space- 104 Longwater Drive
10:00-11:20am

Friday 12/23 Craft Day for Grades K-6  

Friday 12/23 Early Release – Dismissal 12:00pm

Mon-Fri
12/26-

12/30
Vacation Week – No School  

Monday 01/02 New Year Observed – No School  

Tuesday 01/03 Classes Resume 8:15am

 

IMPORTANT LINKS

Weekly Updates are emailed and posted to our
website www.sscps.org every Wednesday. 

Back-to-School Information

Food Services

Health Office

Massachusetts Department of Transitional

Assistance

Visit the Parents Association Website

Here are links to upcoming events and other items
of interest.  Please contact Pam Algera at
palgera@sscps.org to submit SSCPS items for
publication.
 

 
School
Documents:
 
2022-23 School
Calendar

Student and Family
Handbook

Arrival and Dismissal
Procedures

SSCPS By-Laws

 

 

https://twitter.com/SShoreCharterPS
https://vimeo.com/sscps
http://www.sscps.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SShoreCharterPS/
http://instagram.com/sscharterps
http://www.sscps.org/
https://www.sscps.org/hidden-pages/back-to-school-resources
https://www.sscps.org/resource-pages/food-services
https://www.sscps.org/families/health-office
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/department-of-transitional-assistance
https://sscpspa.weebly.com/
mailto:palgera@sscps.org
https://files.sscps.org/browsable/About/News+And+Events/FY23%20Calendar.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17bM-NOdrpnOnTvI8Lsn2t2GceYwJLRfju0GPMNt9U-w/edit
https://files.sscps.org/browsable/Back+to+School/FY22%20Arrival%20and%20Dismissal%20Procedures.pdf
https://files.sscps.org/browsable/Governance/Public+Documents/SSCPS%20%20Bylaws%2008+17+2018.pdf
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