
5/31/23, 12:23 PM Weekly Update | May 31, 2023

https://mailchi.mp/sscps/weeklyupdate-053123?e=75c0482a70 1/26

View this email in your browser

Weekly Update | May 31, 2023
Vol. 5. Issue 5

A Message from Jamie

The month of May is a time filled with excitement as we feel the approaching summer

vacation through the changing weather. Alongside longer days and warmer temperatures,

it brings year-end celebrations and the anticipation and anxiety of assessments like the HS

STE MCAS and final exams for our older students. The STE MCAS tests evaluate skills,

scientific practices, and subject matter based on the 2016 Massachusetts Science and

Technology/Engineering Curriculum Framework. These assessments are administered in

grade 5, grade 8, and grade 9/10. Recently, our students in grades 5 and 8 completed their

STE MCAS, which is truly an incredible achievement worth celebrating. This year, high

school students will also sit for the Introductory Physics MCAS for the first time. Although

these assessments can induce feelings of being overwhelmed and anxious in our students,

https://mailchi.mp/sscps/weeklyupdate-053123?e=75c0482a70
http://www.sscps.org/
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it is essential to remember that scores do not define them; instead, they provide valuable

data on our instruction and their learning and comprehension, which is crucial for

instructional planning and curriculum development.

At SSCPS, our science curriculum and

instruction create an environment that

nurtures students' inquisitive nature. Our

dedicated teachers have been working

diligently to ensure students meet the

standards. It is a challenging task to

maintain engaging, inquiry-based, hands-

on instruction that fosters real-world

connections, preparing our students not

only for assessments like the MCAS but

also for the next grade level and future

success beyond high school.

This year, we successfully implemented the Introductory Physics program for grade 9 and

10 students, while also piloting OpenSciEd in grades 6 and 7. These initiatives provide

valuable exposure and experiences, promoting questioning and critical thinking skills while

establishing real-world connections. Next year brings us an exciting opportunity as we

implement a three-year rollout of OpenSciEd, thanks to a generous grant from the One8

Foundation through the OpenSciEd Equitable Instruction (OEI) Initiative at Boston College.

This grant will fund the implementation of OpenSciEd, a middle school applied science

curriculum that employs phenomenon-based instruction aligned with the Next Generation

Science Standards (NGSS).

OpenSciEd, a nonprofit organization,

brings together educators, philanthropic

organizations, curriculum developers, and

professional development providers to

enhance science education through the

development and implementation of high-

quality, freely available science

instructional materials. The grant will

support professional development

opportunities and provide hands-on

instructional material kits.
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OpenSciEd's science curriculum is

designed with equity in mind, ensuring

that all students can build upon their

previous experiences and develop a deep

understanding of the world around them

while strengthening their identity as

scientists and engineers. Each unit

empowers students to ask questions,

design investigations, solve problems, and

collaborate with their classroom

community to make sense of puzzling

phenomena. Student engagement and

questioning drive their learning. This

presents an amazing opportunity for our

community!

OpenSciEd aims to increase accessibility and maintain rigorous science learning so that all

students are prepared for college, careers, and life in an increasingly STEM-focused world.

Through OpenSciEd units, students engage in investigations to make sense of relevant,

real-world observable events (phenomena). For instance, units may explore questions

such as, "How can a sound make something move?" and "How can containers keep things

from warming up or cooling down?" Furthermore, students interact with these phenomena

and problems by employing science practices like planning and conducting investigations,

as well as developing and utilizing models. This instructional model helps students build a

deep understanding of important science concepts while establishing personal connections

to science learning in an engaging and meaningful way.

The units included in OpenSciEd are designed to support students in building science

ideas over time. They encourage collaboration, foster curiosity, and inspire students to

question and explore the world we live in, ultimately refining and communicating their

explanations. Teachers play a crucial role in developing a classroom culture centered

around collaboration, empowering students to take ownership.
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As summer approaches, inspire your child

to observe the world around them and

explore the wonders of science in their

daily life. The key to engaging students in

science lies in their observation of the

natural world and nurturing their innate

curiosity and inclination to question. Seek

out books and resources from local

libraries or online articles that relate

science to current events, allowing for a

broader understanding. Encourage hands-

on investigation by conducting

experiments in the kitchen, cultivating a

garden, or embracing engineering with

LEGO or by constructing elaborate

sandcastles on the beach. By tapping into

your child's inherent curiosity, be amazed

as they ask questions, acquire problem-

solving skills, and draw conclusions.

Recognize that science is intertwined with

our everyday experiences, and we live out

the scientific process continuously, even

within the classroom.

I encourage you to share your scientific explorations and email any ideas or images to

jallen@sscps.org. 

--
Jamie Allen
Science Curriculum Coordinator and Teacher

Dress Your Heritage Day!

mailto:jallen@sscps.org
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Cultural Music Day Celebration at the High School
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Our very own teachers, Rowena Samuels and Shalini Shweta were speakers at AAPI

Month presentation.
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Cultural Diversity Workshop
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Cultural Diversity Workshop field trip to the movie theater to see The Little Mermaid.
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We are excited to team up with Storybook Cove for another virtual summer reading book

fair! Families will get 10% off their purchases, and Storybook Cove will donate 10% of the

sales to SSCPS. The book fair will run from May 22nd - June 23rd. 

If Kindergarten students order by May 30th they will have the option to have them

delivered to SSCPS. If 1st - 8th grade students order their books by June 8th they will have

the option to have them delivered to SSCPS. All orders can also be picked up at Storybook

Cove or families can pay for shipping.  
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During the remainder of the school year, we will be raising funds to help invest in Outdoor

Education at SSCPS. Outdoor learning spaces have been an instrumental part of our

school's educational framework for many years, and they have given our students a new

environment to learn and grow within. We pride ourselves on our experiential learning

processes at SSCPS, and our various outdoor learning spaces are a positive reminder of

how students can flourish through hands-on learning. Now, it's time to invest in and expand

on those outdoor spaces to give our students even more opportunities to learn and thrive!

MAKE A DONATION!

https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/SouthShoreCharterEducationalF/outdooreducation.html
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Starting April 1, 2023, MassHealth will begin the eligibility redetermination process,
renewing all 2.3M members over the following 12 months. This will generally be the

first-time members are at risk of losing their coverage since February 2020. In preparation

for this effort, MassHealth has increased staffing significantly to handle a greater volume of

calls and applications, improved our systems to automatically renew as many members'

coverage as possible, and is working in close collaboration with health plans, providers,

and other stakeholders. Even with this preparation, we understand that this may be difficult

for members. 
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The Parents Association is working to ensure teachers can fill their
classrooms with the items they need. To help support our teachers
and their classrooms, please view the wishlists below.

Thank you!

PA Meeting Schedule | 2022-2023 School Year

Below you will find the meeting dates for the 2022-2023 school year: 

September 21, 2022
October 19, 2022
November 16, 2022
December 21, 2022
January 18, 2023
February 15, 2023
March 15, 2023
April 26, 2023
May 31, 2023 (Rescheduled from May 17)
June 14, 2023 (Transition Meeting)

Be on the lookout for upcoming volunteer opportunities. Information on the
Back to School Picnic will be coming soon as well. 

VIEW WISHLISTS

https://sscpspa.weebly.com/teacher-wish-lists.html
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If you have any questions please feel free to reach out. Our website can be
found here.

Cindy Lyons
Parent Council Chair
Cindylyons1337@gmail.com

With spring upon us the health office wanted to send out some reminders. 

Caffeinated beverages are not allowed in the K through 8 building. This includes

coffee, energy drinks and soda.  

Please make sure to check your students for ticks daily, although students are not

allowed in the woods, ticks can travel.  

Sunscreen and bug spray can not be applied at school. Please apply bug spray or

sunscreen before sending your student to school in the morning.  

Please send your students to school daily with a reusable water bottle. 

Level I students should have a complete change of clothes in their backpacks.

Please keep your students home if they have any off the following symptoms/illness

Fever greater than 100.0

Vomiting/diarrhea in last 24 hours

Not able to manage cough/nasal congestion

Test positive for COVID

When can my student return to school

Fever free for 24 hours without medication (if you give Tylenol or Motrin in the

morning, please keep student home from school)

No vomiting/diarrhea for 24 hours

Well enough to stay at school for the day

You can now access the 2023-2024 school calendar here and down below

https://sscpspa.weebly.com/
mailto:Cindylyons1337@gmail.com
http://files.sscps.org/browsable/About/News+And+Events/FY24%20Calendar.pdf
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under School Documents.

Tues-Fri
05/30-

06/02
Grade 2 EOM Presentations  

Wednesday 05/31 Level III Theater Presentation in the PE Space 4:30pm

Wednesday 05/31 Parents Association Meeting via Zoom 6:30pm

Friday 06/02 Professional Development Early Release 12:00pm

Friday 06/02
Class of 2023 Graduation Ceremony at 700 Longwater

Drive
6:00pm

Monday 06/05 Move Up Monday 8:30am

Tuesday 06/06 High School Science MCAS  

Wednesday 06/07 High School Science MCAS  

Wednesday 06/07 Last Day for Kindergarten  

 

IMPORTANT LINKS

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81573955383?pwd=eUtrc3NYd2lsakhhbko2c0JQUC9zUT09
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Copyright © 2022 South Shore Charter Public School, All rights reserved.

Weekly Updates are emailed and posted to our
website www.sscps.org every Wednesday. 

Back-to-School Information

Food Services

Health Office

Massachusetts Department of Transitional

Assistance

Community Service

Visit the Parents Association Website

Here are links to upcoming events and other items
of interest.  Please contact Pam Algera at
palgera@sscps.org to submit SSCPS items for
publication.
 

 
School
Documents:
 
2022-23 School
Calendar

2023-2024 School
Calendar

Student and Family
Handbook

Arrival and Dismissal
Procedures

SSCPS By-Laws

 

 

www.sscps.org

https://twitter.com/SShoreCharterPS
https://vimeo.com/sscps
http://www.sscps.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SShoreCharterPS/
http://instagram.com/sscharterps
http://www.sscps.org/
https://www.sscps.org/hidden-pages/back-to-school-resources
https://www.sscps.org/resource-pages/food-services
https://www.sscps.org/families/health-office
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/department-of-transitional-assistance
https://www.sscps.org/student-life/community-service
https://sscpspa.weebly.com/
mailto:palgera@sscps.org
https://files.sscps.org/browsable/About/News+And+Events/FY23%20Calendar.pdf
http://files.sscps.org/browsable/About/News+And+Events/FY24%20Calendar.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17bM-NOdrpnOnTvI8Lsn2t2GceYwJLRfju0GPMNt9U-w/edit
https://files.sscps.org/browsable/Back+to+School/FY22%20Arrival%20and%20Dismissal%20Procedures.pdf
https://files.sscps.org/browsable/Governance/Public+Documents/SSCPS%20%20Bylaws%2008+17+2018.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/sscps/weeklyupdate-053123?e=75c0482a70
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