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The Fall is a very busy time for the high school guidance department. Our Guidance team

is made of two counselors, Stephanie Chery who is our grade 9 and 10 counselor and

myself as the Director and Grade11 and 12 counselor.  From freshmen to seniors, we have

worked hard to help our students transition back to school and prepare for life after high

school. The freshman focus has been adjusting to high school both academically and

socially. To support that, the freshman class went on a community building trip to Tree Top

Adventures. The sophomore class went on a college tour of UMass Dartmouth in October

the same day as the Junior class was taking the PSAT Exam at SSCPS.

The Seniors have been working on college applications, graduation requirements and exit

standards … just to name a few things!

To kick off Senior year, we held a “Senior Bootcamp” in September that included a college

panel as well as mini sessions on how to organize Common App, CollegeBoard, and

Naviance. College representatives from eight colleges participated in our

Senior Bootcamp. Representatives from UMass Amherst, UMass Dartmouth, Fitchburg

State University, Bridgewater State, Curry College, Bentley University, Mass Maritime

Academy, and Massasoit Community College presented on the application process, new

programs at their institutions, and answered questions from the students. This is a

wonderful opportunity for Seniors to connect with colleges as the school year starts and

get them excited about applying to colleges.

In October, we hosted  two “On the Spot'' Admission Events before the November 1st

deadline. Part of our Early Application initiative is to have “On the Spot'' Admission Events

throughout the Fall to help students feel comfortable about the admission process. An “On

the Spot'' Admission Event is when a college Admissions Representative comes to our

school and meets with students individually to review the transcript and go over the

application process. At the end of the meeting, if the student meets all of the admission

criteria, the Admissions Representative offers an acceptance. If the student needs to work

on some areas and wants to see mid-year grades,  the Admissions Representative will add

the student to the regular admission cycle, or work on a plan to have the student eligible

for admission at a later date. The decision is never no, but rather, not now.
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On October 17th, we had 16 students participate in the Bridgewater State University

admission event and on October 21st, we had 11 students participate in the one for Curry

College. All 26 students received an acceptance letter! There are two more “On the Spot”

events before the end of the year - Massasoit Community College will be here on

November 29th and Salem State will be here on December 6th.

November 1st is a major milestone for seniors as it is the first official Early Action deadline

for college applications. Early Action is when a student applies early to a college (typically

Nov 1 or Nov 15) and hears back from the college before January 2023. This is non

binding acceptance, meaning that a student can apply to many different colleges Early

Action, get accepted, but not make a decision on a college acceptance until May 1st. Early

Decision is when a student applies early and if accepted, the student must withdraw

applications from other colleges and commit to the Early Decision college.
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To date, Guidance has processed over 200 applications with 50% of the senior class

applying Early Action. The next application deadline is December 1st. So as you sit around

your Thanksgiving table, if you are lucky enough to have a high school senior, make sure

you ask them how they are doing and not too much about the application process. They

have had a rollercoaster of emotions this Fall and need family support and understanding. 

 

Hope you all have a happy and restful Thanksgiving break! 

-- 
Mary Carter 
Director of Guidance

World Literature Class and Cultural
Diversity Workshop 

 
Guest Speaker Dr. Ejike Eze

Dr. Ejike Eze gave a presentation on the Igbo Culture on November 18th for students in

Mrs. Sullivan's World Literature classes and the Cultural Diversity Workshop. Igbo is one of

Nigeria's three official languages. Students were engaged in learning how the culture and

customs have evolved as they read the World Literature text Things Fall Apart by Chinua

Achebe. Dr. Eze's presentation explained how through his writing, Achebe sheds light on

how the Igbo were forced to adopt to Western civilization and the resulting struggle. Things

Fall Apart provides excellent examples of several Igbo traditional customs. 

 
We are grateful to Dr. Eze for sharing his knowledge with our school community.

World Languages Conference 2022
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The World Language Department faculty had the opportunity again to attend the American

Council on the Teaching of Foreign Language (ACTFL) on Friday. Teachers took part in

workshops on proficiency driven lessons, assessing for proficiency, social justice and

critical cultural awareness.

Level IV Science Class

This week 7th grade students were hard at work creating new unknown creatures and

placing them in an environment that suits them best. Here is an example of their work on

Level IV.



11/23/22, 8:47 AM Weekly Update | November 23, 2022

https://mailchi.mp/sscps/weeklyupdate-112322?e=75c0482a70 6/14

CULTURAL DIVERSITY WORKSHOP 
___________________________________________________
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MassHire South Shore Information
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The Parents Association is working to ensure teachers can fill their
classrooms with the items they need. To help support our teachers
and their classrooms, please view the wishlists below. 
 
Thank you!

PA Meeting Schedule | 2022-2023 School Year 
 
Below you will find the meeting dates for the 2022-2023 school year: 

September 21, 2022
October 19, 2022
November 16, 2022
December 21, 2022
January 18, 2023
February 15, 2023
March 15, 2023
April 26, 2023
May 17, 2023
June 14, 2023 (Transition Meeting)

VIEW WISHLISTS

https://sscpspa.weebly.com/teacher-wish-lists.html
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Be on the lookout for upcoming volunteer opportunities. Information on the
Back to School Picnic will be coming soon as well.  
 
If you have any questions please feel free to reach out. Our website can be
found here. 
 
Cindy Lyons 
Parent Council Chair 
Cindylyons1337@gmail.com

From the Health Office
 

NEWEST UPDATE 
 

COVID-19 tests will be sent home this week! The Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education has provided each student with a total of four COVID-19 tests
to bring home. This is free of charge and you can use the tests at your discretion.
This will be a onetime program that DESE is offering. You do not have to do anything
to participate, but if you would like to opt out please send an email
to jkjelgaard@sscps.org.
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
The health office will begin doing vision and hearing screens on students in 1st
through 5th grade and also 7th graders.   We will also begin doing height and weight
screenings on 1st, 4th, 7th, and 10th graders. If you would like to opt your student
out of the screenings please send an email to Jaime Kjelgaard, RN
at jkjelgaard@sscps.org for 1st through 8th grade students or Barbara Folan, RN
at bfolan@sscps.org for high school students.    
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
All 4th, 7th and 11th graders should have a current physical (within the last 12
months) on file in the appropriate health office. All students playing sports must have
a current physical in order to play. 

From the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education

Please see the attached letter from the Department of Public Health and the

Massachusetts Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics about steps families can

take to prevent illness and stay healthy this season. 

 

You can also find the Spanish version here. These letters will also be posted online. 

https://sscpspa.weebly.com/
mailto:Cindylyons1337@gmail.com
mailto:jkjelgaard@sscps.org
mailto:jkjelgaard@sscps.org
mailto:bfolan@sscps.org
https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/fac604ac-21c2-7e06-8134-4d78bd3ace4d/DPH_AAP_Letter_Preventing_Fall_Illness_11_1_22.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/e1b06e4d-1c89-37f3-1b75-3210493ece32/DPH_AAP_Letter_Prevent_Fall_illness_11_1_22_FINAL_Spanish.pdf
https://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop.html
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This Week | Up and Coming

Wednesday 11/23 Early Dismissal 12:00pm

Thurs & Fri 11/24 &11/25 Thanksgiving Break – No School  

Monday 11/28 Classes Resume  

Tuesday 11/29 1st Trimester Ends for Grades K-4  

Wednesday 11/30 Executive Committee Meeting 8:00am
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IMPORTANT LINKS

Copyright © 2022 South Shore Charter Public School, All rights reserved.

Weekly Updates are emailed and posted to our
website www.sscps.org every Wednesday. 

Back-to-School Information

Food Services

Health Office

Massachusetts Department of Transitional

Assistance

Visit the Parents Association Website

Here are links to upcoming events and other items
of interest.  Please contact Pam Algera at
palgera@sscps.org to submit SSCPS items for
publication. 
 

 
School
Documents:
 
2022-23 School
Calendar 

Student and Family
Handbook 

Arrival and Dismissal
Procedures 

SSCPS By-Laws

 

 

www.sscps.org
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