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A Message from Angie

It’s hard to believe that the month of November has come to a close and that the busy

holiday season is upon us. We have had a wonderful fall complete with the return of many

of our pre pandemic traditions. Earlier this week Storybook Cove delivered over 200 orders

from our fall book fair. Kristen Gale, Reading Teacher and Literacy Coach, with the support

of a wonderful team of parent volunteers, raised over $1300 to support literacy initiatives

through this fundraiser. More importantly, students were eager to talk about books and

excited to read. We appreciate the strong family support of this year’s book fair. 

Moving into December we are looking forward to the many events that make the month a

busy and joyful one for our students. More information about our K-6 Craft Day, the Winter

Concerts, and Student Awareness Day at the high school will be forthcoming. These

events are important to building our community and were missed during the pandemic

years when they were modified or skipped. 
 
Our experiences during the pandemic really brought to light the importance of the

nonacademic aspects of school life. School helps students develop academic skills but it is

also vital in supporting the mental health of children and is the key place that social

emotional learning takes place. The Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional

Learning (CASEL) defines SEL as “the process through which all young people and adults

acquire and apply the knowledge, skills, and attitudes to develop healthy identities,

manage emotions and achieve personal and collective goals, feel and show empathy for

https://mailchi.mp/sscps/weeklyupdate-113022?e=75c0482a70
http://www.sscps.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094baea62ba0f58-k6craft1
https://casel.org/
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others, establish and maintain supportive relationships, and make responsible and caring

decisions.” Social and emotional learning (SEL) is an important part of educating the whole

child and according to research, pays off in greater academic achievement, improvements

in student behavior, and better mental health. 

Students in Tracey's Pod participating in a PATHS lesson

While SSCPS has always integrated SEL with academic learning, last year we recognized

a need for a new unified curriculum for students in grades K-8 and added the goal of

implementing this new curriculum to our School Improvement Plan. Our teachers worked

to research the available options based on our needs and ultimately selected the

PATHS/Emozi program. In August all K-8 classroom teachers participated in professional

development to support program implementation. We adjusted the schedule across grades

to give ample time to the lessons.

The PATHS/Emozi program supports the five distinct categories of social emotional

learning:

Self Awareness: the ability to understand and regulate your feelings and to know

your personal strengths and weaknesses

Self Management: the ability to control your behavior, to have integrity, and to act in

alignment with your values

Social Awareness: the ability to understand others and to have empathy

Relationship Management: the ability to work with and get along well with others

Responsible Decision Making: the ability to make good decisions and to

effectively solve problems both alone and with others

The lessons present concepts and strategies within these categories through age-

appropriate lessons that use children’s literature, role plays, songs, and games. Each

PATHS day, a student serves as PATHS Kid of the Day. This child may have some special

privileges during the lesson such as starring in the role play, choosing a story, or pointing to

the visuals. They also are showered with compliments by their classmates While the

presentation of content progresses from grades K through eight, the language and many of

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G15IFfNROKZAVIIaQ0SwIvxgN1ipaJ15Wr10GiGnlnQ/edit
https://pathsprogram.com/
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the strategies remain the same providing us with continuity as a school. While still in the

early days of implementation, we are finding that our students are engaged in the lessons

and are using the presented strategies both in the classroom and on the playground.
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Thank you for your continued support as we work together to support both the social

emotional and academic learning of all of our students. As always, please do not hesitate

to reach out with any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Angie Pepin 

Principal, K-12

CRICUT PROJECT 
___________________________________________________

The Cricut Project is setting up a donation box for the American Red Cross in the front

lobby at 100. You can donate used clothing and shoes that are in good condition. The

donation box will be in the front lobby from 12/2/22 to 12/14/22.

CULTURAL DIVERSITY WORKSHOP 
___________________________________________________
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MassHire South Shore Information
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The Parents Association is working to ensure teachers can fill their
classrooms with the items they need. To help support our teachers
and their classrooms, please view the wishlists below. 
 
Thank you!

PA Meeting Schedule | 2022-2023 School Year 
 
Below you will find the meeting dates for the 2022-2023 school year: 

September 21, 2022
October 19, 2022
November 16, 2022
December 21, 2022
January 18, 2023
February 15, 2023
March 15, 2023
April 26, 2023
May 17, 2023
June 14, 2023 (Transition Meeting)

VIEW WISHLISTS

https://sscpspa.weebly.com/teacher-wish-lists.html
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Be on the lookout for upcoming volunteer opportunities. Information on the
Back to School Picnic will be coming soon as well.  
 
If you have any questions please feel free to reach out. Our website can be
found here. 
 
Cindy Lyons 
Parent Council Chair 
Cindylyons1337@gmail.com

From the Health Office 
 

COVID-19 tests were sent home the week before Thanksgiving. The Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education has provided each student with a total of four
COVID-19 tests to bring home. This is free of charge and you can use the tests at
your discretion. This will be a onetime program that DESE is offering. You do not
have to do anything to participate, but if you would like to opt out please send an
email to jkjelgaard@sscps.org.
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
The health office will begin doing vision and hearing screens on students in 1st
through 5th grade and also 7th graders. We will also begin doing height and weight
screenings on 1st, 4th, 7th, and 10th graders. If you would like to opt your student
out of the screenings please send an email to Jaime Kjelgaard, RN
at jkjelgaard@sscps.org for 1st through 8th grade students or Barbara Folan, RN
at bfolan@sscps.org for high school students.    
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
All 4th, 7th and 11th graders should have a current physical (within the last 12
months) on file in the appropriate health office. All students playing sports must have
a current physical in order to play. 

From the Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education

Please see the attached letter from the Department of Public Health and the

Massachusetts Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics about steps families can

take to prevent illness and stay healthy this season. 

 

You can also find the Spanish version here. These letters will also be posted online. 

https://sscpspa.weebly.com/
mailto:Cindylyons1337@gmail.com
mailto:jkjelgaard@sscps.org
mailto:jkjelgaard@sscps.org
mailto:bfolan@sscps.org
https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/fac604ac-21c2-7e06-8134-4d78bd3ace4d/DPH_AAP_Letter_Preventing_Fall_Illness_11_1_22.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/e1b06e4d-1c89-37f3-1b75-3210493ece32/DPH_AAP_Letter_Prevent_Fall_illness_11_1_22_FINAL_Spanish.pdf
https://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop.html
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This Week | Up and Coming

Thursday 12/08

Board of Trustees 

Personnel 

Governance 

Finance 

Development 

All meetings will be held at 700 Longwater Drive  

and via Zoom

7:30pm 

5:30pm 

6:00pm 

6:30pm 

7:00pm 

  

 

Friday 12/09 Parent / Teacher Conferences – No Classes for  
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Students

 

IMPORTANT LINKS

Copyright © 2022 South Shore Charter Public School, All rights reserved.

Weekly Updates are emailed and posted to our
website www.sscps.org every Wednesday. 

Back-to-School Information

Food Services

Health Office

Massachusetts Department of Transitional

Assistance

Visit the Parents Association Website

Here are links to upcoming events and other items
of interest.  Please contact Pam Algera at
palgera@sscps.org to submit SSCPS items for
publication. 
 

 
School
Documents:
 
2022-23 School
Calendar 

Student and Family
Handbook 

Arrival and Dismissal
Procedures 

SSCPS By-Laws

 

 

www.sscps.org

 
 
 
 
 
 

This email was sent to palgera@sscps.org 

https://twitter.com/SShoreCharterPS
https://vimeo.com/sscps
http://www.sscps.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SShoreCharterPS/
http://instagram.com/sscharterps
http://www.sscps.org/
https://www.sscps.org/hidden-pages/back-to-school-resources
https://www.sscps.org/resource-pages/food-services
https://www.sscps.org/families/health-office
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/department-of-transitional-assistance
https://sscpspa.weebly.com/
mailto:palgera@sscps.org
https://files.sscps.org/browsable/About/News+And+Events/FY23%20Calendar.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17bM-NOdrpnOnTvI8Lsn2t2GceYwJLRfju0GPMNt9U-w/edit
https://files.sscps.org/browsable/Back+to+School/FY22%20Arrival%20and%20Dismissal%20Procedures.pdf
https://files.sscps.org/browsable/Governance/Public+Documents/SSCPS%20%20Bylaws%2008+17+2018.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/sscps/weeklyupdate-113022?e=75c0482a70
mailto:palgera@sscps.org
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