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A Message from Alicia

December is the time to celebrate with school events that mark the season. Daylight may

wane, yet the final days of 2023 are bright with student energy. Recent weeks have been

brimming with artistry: enchanting student drawings and paintings, holiday door

decorations, two phenomenal Winter Concerts, and the pinnacle of festivity for students in

grades K-6, Craft Day. 

Craft Day is a special tradition at South Shore Charter, and it happens because of the time

and talent contributed by our family volunteers. A tremendous thank you to the families and

friends who volunteered or donated crafts for tomorrow’s Craft Day. Their support, filled

with craft supplies and patience, is crucial for the success of the event. Our K-6 students

have eagerly awaited this day for weeks and we’re excited to host Craft Day once again

thanks to the invaluable help of our school community.

As we approach these final days of 2023, I want to express gratitude for all that our school

community has achieved together. This year we have been fortunate to bring new focus on

community service and the importance of service to others. Over the past few months

students have been working hard throughout their communities and reflecting on their

experiences. In September we created a new platform for students to use to record their

community service hours and meet their grade level expectations. Links where your child

can record their community service by  Level may be found below. 
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It has been wonderful to read  about our students as they work within their communities to

make a difference. Whether it’s running the Race for Space, working in a food bank, or

helping a neighbor, we remain perpetually proud of our students and all they have

achieved in academics, service, and life. Community service aligns with our school’s

mission statement, but more importantly, it aligns with who students are as individuals. By

actively participating in community service, students go beyond the realm of academics

and the school campus to show what they know in practical and meaningful ways. Through

service, our students learn the immeasurable value of contributing to the well-being of

others and develop a sense of responsibility for something collectively great.  We see so

much in our students through community service, empathy, leadership, and a commitment

to making a positive impact on the world. 
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Thank you for your belief in South Shore Charter and your steadfast support of our

mission. Wishing you a joyous winter break and a happy new year.

Alicia Savage
Executive Director

Community Service

Attention Students and Families
Got some community service hours done?

Use the links below to submit your community service hours!

LEVEL I COMMUNITY SERVICE LEVEL II COMMUNITY SERVICE

LEVEL III COMMUNITY SERVICE LEVEL IV COMMUNITY SERVICE

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNu-svRs1wqezAVYKlvZ1EmOLlh7W_87FKzQ99H69fJuRiRw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScnSztM-epjJN_OI0oqnjbsJHUTIB9NeNYiTLROU9HbA-VirA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdu6gZ8ZfHLqwtsDbPSId5IQEUP_km89uVI5HbGUHulLYDfdQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdcrbgpNGBLZw63KiAPyqWkjZDzuhK27sArp6y-NrhSfZ6Gjg/viewform?usp=sf_link
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HIGH SCHOOL COMMUNITY SERVICE

DESE Letter from the Commissioner

Dear Families,

We are writing to invite you to join the South Shore Charter School and the state

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) in a campaign to improve

student attendance.

The COVID-19 pandemic disrupted a lot of routines, including the habit of going to school

every day. We know that there are often valid reasons for students to be absent, but, to a

troubling extent, students are missing more school now than they did previously. Before the

pandemic, 13 percent of students were chronically absent, meaning they had missed 10

percent or more of the school year. Last year, 22 percent of students – close to 1 in 4
statewide – were chronically absent.

Missing that much school – 18 days or more from a typical school year – can cause a child

to fall behind in their learning and miss opportunities to build positive relationships with

other students and with school staff. These losses may result in increased anxiety and

interrupted social and emotional development. 

Chronic absenteeism appears in every type of district – urban, suburban, rural, regional,

traditional public schools, career technical schools, charter schools, elementary schools,

middle schools, and high schools.

Many research studies have concluded that regardless of family income or background,

students whose parents are involved in their schooling are more likely to have higher

grades and test scores, attend school regularly, have better social skills, show improved

behavior, and adapt well to school. We want all our students to have the opportunity to

achieve all of these things. 

The state Department of Elementary and Secondary Education is committed to supporting

your district as it works to ensure that every school is safe, welcoming, and supportive,

with engaging and creative instruction and joyful classrooms. Your district and schools are

committed to partnering with you to find ways to remove any barriers that may be hindering

any child from coming to school every day. We are asking you to commit to making daily

school attendance part of your family’s routine again. As a leader of your family, you are

the best and most important influencer of your child. When you make a point of getting

them to school every day, they will understand that it is important for their success. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdeFF3nmyYGQEvGdyKq25RQbUyw9aD2z4CSYBpVIh-M3tWAMg/viewform?usp=sf_link
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None of us can change chronic absenteeism by ourselves, but we believe that by working

together to bring students to school and offering engaging, supportive environments, our

students will learn, grow, and thrive.

Wishing you a peaceful holiday season, 

Jeffrey Riley, Commissioner                                                                     
Massachusetts Dept. of Elementary and Secondary Education        

Counseling Department Newsletter

Executive Functioning and Baking Cookies

Baking can be a fun and delicious way to practice executive functioning skills with your

children over the break! Executive function refers to all interrelated processes that guide

and manage the cognitions, emotions, and behaviors involved in attaining a goal. Skills like

having a goal, making and following a plan, breaking down the steps into manageable

chunks, organizing materials, starting a task, and cleaning up after are all good skills to

practice. Using tools and strategies can make the process go more smoothly is helpful too!

Practicing using a timer, referring back to the recipe, and counting the number of cups of

flour out loud can be great strategies to help keep yourself on track. 

Have a Goal: Chocolate chip cookies

Make a Plan: Follow the recipe step-by-step 

Clear your Workspace: Is the counter/table clear?

Find your Ingredients/Materials: What do you need to complete this task?

flour, baking soda, salt, butter, sugar, brown sugar, vanilla extract, eggs, chocolate

chips, mixing bowls, measuring cups and spoons, cookie sheet, recipe

Follow the Plan: 

Preheat the oven

Mix flour, baking soda, and salt in a small bowl

Beat butter, sugars, and vanilla in a large bowl and add eggs one at a time

Gradually beat in the flour mixture, then stir in the chocolate chips. 

Drop cookie dough onto baking sheets

Bake in a preheated oven

Cool on a baking sheet for 2 minutes, then on a wire rack

Clean up: Put ingredients away, wash dishes, and clean the workspace 
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Enjoy a cookie and celebrate a job well done!

Try a chocolate chip cookie recipe here.

NHS Holiday Rooms

https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/995f97ac-fc91-070d-0cd9-b310f373dd91/Kids_Chocolate_Chip_Cookies___America_s_Test_Kitchen_1_.pdf
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From the Board of Trustees

A Message from Jimmy Juste, Chair of the Board of Trustees
PA Focus Group Update
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Dear Parents, Faculty, and Staff,

I am pleased to share an update on the recent Parent Focus Group meeting that took

place at our charter school. The meeting, held on October 25th, was a success with the

participation of 14 dedicated parents who actively engaged in discussions to provide

valuable insights and more reaching out through email for other opportunities to contribute.

Their feedback was thoughtful and reflective of the deep commitment our parents have

towards building a connected community.

Some key highlights from the discussions include:

Communication and Transparency: Parents expressed gratitude for the efforts taken to

keep them informed about their child's progress and school activities while also highlighting

the importance of digestible updates.

Community Engagement: Parents were enthusiastic about the opportunities to create

genuine connections with other families and demonstrated a need for a strong sense of

community within our school. They expressed a feeling of nostalgia for infrastructure and

events that existed before the pandemic that made building relationships easier. New

families articulated a challenge with feeling integrated into the community’s norms and

common language.

Parents provided valuable feedback and seemed to appreciate the opportunity to speak

their minds to a few listening ears. I want to express my heartfelt gratitude to all the

parents who attended the focus group meeting. Your input is invaluable and plays a crucial

role in shaping the future of our school. 

Because our meeting was in-person, it meant that some families were not able to access

the opportunity to participate. Stay tuned for upcoming dates for an additional virtual focus

group to increase our reach into the community and make sure all voices have the

opportunity to contribute in a meaningful way. We are dedicated to your feedback informing

our school’s ongoing efforts to build a home away from home.

If you have any further suggestions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out.

Together, we will continue to make our charter school a thriving and nurturing environment

for every child.

Warm regards,

Jimmy Juste
Chair of the Board of Trustees

South Shore Public Charter School 
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Athletics and Extracurricular Activities

SSCPS Varsity Girls basketball results from last week. 
Photo Credit: Instagram Account @sscps_sports

Come Cheer on the Jaguars in their Upcoming Games:

Wednesday | December 20, 2023

Varsity Girls Basketball v. Muniz Academy (Home) 3:30 - 5:00 pm Starland Sportsplex &
Fun Park

Varsity Boys Basketball v. Muniz Academy (Home) 3:30 - 5:00 pm Starland Sportsplex &
Fun Park

🐾

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Starland+Sportsplex+%26+Fun+Park/data=!4m2!3m1!19sChIJZb7EGZ2f5IkRtlWPHxmpfbQ
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Starland+Sportsplex+%26+Fun+Park/data=!4m2!3m1!19sChIJZb7EGZ2f5IkRtlWPHxmpfbQ
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Starland+Sportsplex+%26+Fun+Park/data=!4m2!3m1!19sChIJZb7EGZ2f5IkRtlWPHxmpfbQ
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Starland+Sportsplex+%26+Fun+Park/data=!4m2!3m1!19sChIJZb7EGZ2f5IkRtlWPHxmpfbQ
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#GoJaguars 🐾

Afterschool Enrichment Program
Levels II and III

As the first session of our afterschool enrichment program comes to a close this week, we

are thrilled to have witnessed the enthusiasm and curiosity that each participant brought to

this learning space. We're excited about the potential for growth, creativity, and new

friendships that will undoubtedly flourish in the upcoming sessions. A sincere thank you to

all who contributed to making this first session a success. Get ready for more exciting

learning adventures in the new year. 

Happy Holidays!!

Nadeen Sullivan
Afterschool Enrichment Coordinator 

Storytime Illustrators



12/20/23, 2:45 PM Weekly Update | December 20, 2023

https://mailchi.mp/sscps/weeklyupdate-122023?e=75c0482a70 12/26



12/20/23, 2:45 PM Weekly Update | December 20, 2023

https://mailchi.mp/sscps/weeklyupdate-122023?e=75c0482a70 13/26

Sports and Playtime

Crafty Creators
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Web Warriors - Coding
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Holly Hill Farm - Winter 2024 Educational Enrichment Sessions
Ages 3-12
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What's New in Projects and Workshops

Cultural Diversity Workshop
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The high school Cultural Diversity Workshop created holiday games from around the world

and came to the elementary school to play them with some classes. Third graders from

Amy’s Pod enjoyed learning about traditions and winter holidays while playing fun games

and visiting with our high school students!
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High School: School Store Workshop

Check out the School Apparel website, created by the High School School

Store Workshop!
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Upcoming Events

K-8 SIGN-UP 9-12 SIGN-UP

Parents Association and SEPAC

SSCPS SCHOOL APPAREL

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4aaeaf28aafbcf8-talk?mc_cid=c044b7d242&mc_eid=abb9df315c#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4aaeaf28aafbcf8-talk2?mc_cid=c044b7d242&mc_eid=abb9df315c#/
https://www.amerasport.com/SPIRITWEAR/products/1899/
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Lost & Found
Last year we donated over 15 industrial sized trash bags full of Lost & Found items. We

know that both students and parents alike spent far too many hours searching for those

items before accepting they were gone for good.

We are going to try something slightly different this year. As in past years Lost & Found

items will be folded, displayed in hallways at 100 Longwater, and photos will be posted in

two parent-run Facebook groups including the SSCPS Parent/Guardian Information site.

The major change this year is we will follow a schedule for display/donations:

November
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Week of 11/14 - Fold/pics

11/22 - Donate

December
Week of 12/11 - Fold/pic (If needed)

12/21 - Donate

February
Week of 2/5 - Fold/pic

2/13 - Donate

April
Week of 4/1 - Fold/pic

4/9 - Donate

May/June
Week of 5/28 - Fold/pic (if needed)

6/4 - Donate

Help your students (and your wallets!)

 
LOST & FOUND

LABEL everything that comes to school. We check all clothing for names before donating

and 95% of the time there is no name.

OFFER encouragement to your children to keep track of their items.

SAVE your sanity.

TEACH your child/ren that while it is great to donate their used coats, they may want to

hold onto it for at least one season.

FOLLOW the FB sites to see pics of lost items.

UNDERSTAND the program is run by volunteers and dates are subject to change.

From the Health Office

Flu Season

Dear Families,

This flu season is shaping up to be challenging. Like many schools, we are seeing an

increased number of cases. 

Below are a few reminders about our policies regarding viruses. Please follow these

guidelines to help limit the transmission of illness.
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Students must stay home with any vomiting or diarrhea. They may return to
school once symptom-free for 24 hours.
Students must stay home if they have a fever >100. They may return to school
when fever free for 24 hours without fever reducing medication like
Tylenol/ibuprofen.
Students should stay home with severe cold symptoms/cough.

Below please find some information from the Centers for Disease Control regarding the
flu virus. Please reach out to either of the nurses with questions. Thank you for your help

in keeping everyone in our building healthy!

In January the health office will be starting required screenings. The health office will be

doing height and weight screenings and hearing and vision screenings depending on the

students grade level.  If you would like to opt out of any of these screenings please send

and email to jkjelgaard@sscps.org (K-8th) or Bfolan@sscps.org (high school).  If you

have any questions please do not hesitate to reach out.  

Students on Level I should have a spare set of clothes being left at school. Students go

outside in almost all weather. Please make sure your students clothing is weather

appropriate.

If your student is sick we ask that you keep them home from school. Absences with a

doctor's note will be excused absences. Your student is required to stay home in the

following situations:

https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/c5f7b576-cf9c-321c-62d9-bbfb0dc4653e/Flue_Guide_for_Parents.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/c5f7b576-cf9c-321c-62d9-bbfb0dc4653e/Flue_Guide_for_Parents.pdf
mailto:jkjelgaard@sscps.org
mailto:Bfolan@sscps.org
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Fever.  Students may return to school once fever has resolved for 24 hours without

any medications.

Vomiting or diarrhea.  Students may return to school once vomiting or diarrhea has

resolved for 24 hours.  

Contagious illnesses (such as strep or conjunctivitis). Students may return after

starting antibiotics for 24 hours and remain fever free for 24 hours. 

Positive for COVID-19.  Please contact your school nurse to determine when your

student can return. 

Students who develop any of these symptoms during the school day will need to be picked

up promptly.    

Special Announcements

School Picture Orders

Dear Parents,

As a token of appreciation, Lifetouch is offering discounts on school photography!

50% off a purchase of $50+ with code THANKFUL50

40% off a purchase of $40+ with code THANKFUL40

30% off a purchase of $30+ with code THANKFUL30

Valid through 11/25/23

To order, log in to your account on mylifetouch.com or create an account using your

student's school ID number. Don’t forget to order your FREE Digital SmileSafe card!

https://my.lifetouch.com/mylifetouch/?#/
https://my.lifetouch.com/mylifetouch/?#/
https://my.lifetouch.com/mylifetouch/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=ExactTarget&utm_campaign=F23_UC_Holiday_ThankYou_Resend&utm_content=cta_mylifetouch#/
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More about the Smilesafe program here.

Weekly Calendar

Thursday 12/21 Craft Day for Grades K-6  

Thursday 12/21 Early Release Day 12:00pm

Friday 12/22 December Vacation Begins – No School  

Tuesday 01/02 Classes Resume 8:15am

 

Important Links

Weekly Updates are emailed and posted to our
website www.sscps.org every Wednesday. 

Afterschool Enrichment Program
Today's DESE Letter translated:
Arabic, Cape Verdean Creole, Chinese, Haitian
Creole, Portuguese, Spanish, Vietnamese
Back-to-School Information
Food Services
Health Office
Massachusetts Department of Transitional
Assistance
Community Service
Visit the Parents Association Website

Here are links to upcoming events and other items
of interest.  Please contact Pam Algera at
palgera@sscps.org to submit SSCPS items for
publication.

 
School
Documents:
2023-2024 School
Calendar
Student and Family
Handbook
Arrival and Dismissal
Procedures
SSCPS By-Laws

https://lifetouch.com/smilesafe/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=ExactTarget&utm_campaign=F23_UC_Holiday_ThankYou_Resend&utm_content=safecard
https://click.m.lifetouch.com/?qs=df4b434f3d20e81fa926c4c2587df1a24f7eb67b04911abf50c1749adf968bca6055658d620c63e58b1dc682ccbc54a91a7a430dcfd14bde
http://www.sscps.org/
https://www.sscps.org/student-life/student-resources/sscps-afterschool-enrichment-program
https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/7c16f1fb-58c6-022d-5405-753b52af4d53/Arabic_CA_Letter_from_Commisioner_and_Superintendents.doc.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/3a893961-35f4-97dd-3592-1ab17ee78272/Cape_Verdean_Creole_CA_Letter_from_Commisioner_and_Superintendents.doc.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/bbb35d22-2fe8-6772-e31d-71e5f5e73118/Chinese_CA_Letter_from_Commisioner_and_Superintendents.doc.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/5fbd72b6-f72a-310e-bf3e-6513ebcd48da/Haitian_Creole_CA_Letter_from_Commisioner_and_Superintendents.doc.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/5fbd72b6-f72a-310e-bf3e-6513ebcd48da/Haitian_Creole_CA_Letter_from_Commisioner_and_Superintendents.doc.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/ecc91b1d-24d5-4f87-2b87-98b6db7e9ef6/Portuguese_CA_Letter_from_Commisioner_and_Superintendents.doc.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/f5d2bb7e-451a-10e2-fe37-6c06fb55ba48/Spanish_CA_Letter_from_Commisioner_and_Superintendents.doc.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/cae740be-572f-3f1b-22c5-4234f021a530/Vietnamese_CA_Letter_from_Commisioner_and_Superintendents.doc.pdf
https://www.sscps.org/hidden-pages/back-to-school-resources
https://www.sscps.org/resource-pages/food-services
https://www.sscps.org/families/health-office
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/department-of-transitional-assistance
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/department-of-transitional-assistance
https://www.sscps.org/student-life/community-service
https://sscpspa.weebly.com/
mailto:palgera@sscps.org
http://files.sscps.org/browsable/About/News+And+Events/FY24%20Calendar.pdf
http://files.sscps.org/browsable/About/News+And+Events/FY24%20Calendar.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17bM-NOdrpnOnTvI8Lsn2t2GceYwJLRfju0GPMNt9U-w/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17bM-NOdrpnOnTvI8Lsn2t2GceYwJLRfju0GPMNt9U-w/edit
https://files.sscps.org/browsable/Back+to+School/FY22%20Arrival%20and%20Dismissal%20Procedures.pdf
https://files.sscps.org/browsable/Back+to+School/FY22%20Arrival%20and%20Dismissal%20Procedures.pdf
https://files.sscps.org/browsable/Governance/Public+Documents/SSCPS%20%20Bylaws%2008+17+2018.pdf
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