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A Message from Jamie

Computer Science Education Week and the “Hour of Code®"

This week is Computer Science Education Week, an annual initiative aimed at inspiring K-

12 students to engage with computer science, advocating for equity in education, and
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celebrating the valuable contributions of students, teachers, and partners to the field of

computer science.

Computer Science Education Week is an annual event designed to promote and celebrate

computer science education. Held in early December, it features various activities,

workshops, and events globally to engage students, educators, and communities in

learning about computer science. The week aims to highlight the importance of

computational thinking, coding skills, and technological literacy in today's world,

encouraging participation and interest in computer science among people of all ages and

backgrounds.

During Computer Science Education

Week, observed from December 4–10,

2023, schools worldwide will participate in

the 'Hour of Code ®'.  This initiative

emphasizes that within a single hour,

people can grasp the basics of coding.

However, the Hour of Code aims for more

than just teaching coding skills in an hour;

it aims to expand access to computer

science, challenge stereotypes, and

create opportunities.

While some participants may understand fundamental programming concepts such as

loops and conditionals, the primary aim is for ALL (students and educators, even

caregivers) to discover the excitement of computer science—it's inclusive, timeless, and

can start in any classroom or home, even without a computer. It is not just about computer

science and endeavors to forge cross-curricular connections and relevancy as a universal

discipline.  Digital literacy and computer science play crucial roles in K-12 education for

several reasons:
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Preparation for the Future: In a digital

age, equipping students with digital

literacy skills early on prepares them for

the future workforce, where technology

proficiency is increasingly essential across

various fields.

Problem-Solving and Critical Thinking:
Computer science education fosters

problem-solving skills and critical thinking

by encouraging students to analyze

complex problems, break them down into

smaller parts, and develop logical

solutions.

Creativity and Innovation: It nurtures creativity and innovation by allowing students to

create projects, programs, and digital content, fostering their abilities to express ideas in

unique ways.

Career Opportunities: Exposure to computer science at a young age can spark interest in

technology-related careers, offering students a pathway into high-demand fields like

software development, data science, cybersecurity, and more.

Adaptability and Digital Citizenship:
Digital literacy instills adaptability to

evolving technology and helps students

become responsible digital citizens,

teaching them about online safety, privacy,

and ethical use of technology.

Integration Across Subjects: Computer

science can be integrated across various

subjects, enhancing learning experiences

in math, science, arts, and other

disciplines.

Overall, digital literacy and computer science education in K-12 provide foundational skills,

prepare students for the future, and empower them to navigate an increasingly technology-

driven world.   With all of this will come some great happenings here at SSCPS that
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centralize around digital literacy and computer science.   We have been awarded the CS

Engage Grant, which will entail a 3 year initial investment for roll out, in which SSCPS will

work with the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) and CSForAll

(Computer Science For All Students) to develop K-12 Digital Literacy Computer Science

standards and curriculum for implementation.  This will provide opportunities for all of the

students in which we can improve on current courses offered, as well as work to provide

more Computer Science opportunities at all grade levels; whether it be through FIT,

embedded class instruction, project or workshop, and during after school enrichment

programs.    We look forward to this partnership and collaboration and the benefits it will

bring to our school community and academic programming.  

I challenge you to join the initiative and participate, exploring the possibilities that exist

within computer science.  Check out this family friendly blog for ideas on how to engage in

Computer Science Education Week at home.  

May peace and prosperity accompany you as we near the conclusion of 2023.

https://www.create-learn.us/blog/computer-science-education-week/
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Jamie Allen
Science Curriculum Coordinator and Teacher

On the Levels

Level III

High School
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AP Chemistry Field Trip to 3M Company in Rockland, MA.

From the Board of Trustees

A Message from Jimmy Juste, Chair of the Board of Trustees
PA Focus Group Update

Dear Parents, Faculty, and Staff,

I am pleased to share an update on the recent Parent Focus Group meeting that took

place at our charter school. The meeting, held on October 25th, was a success with the

participation of 14 dedicated parents who actively engaged in discussions to provide

valuable insights and more reaching out through email for other opportunities to contribute.

Their feedback was thoughtful and reflective of the deep commitment our parents have

towards building a connected community.

Some key highlights from the discussions include:

Communication and Transparency: Parents expressed gratitude for the efforts taken to

keep them informed about their child's progress and school activities while also highlighting

the importance of digestible updates.
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Community Engagement: Parents were enthusiastic about the opportunities to create

genuine connections with other families and demonstrated a need for a strong sense of

community within our school. They expressed a feeling of nostalgia for infrastructure and

events that existed before the pandemic that made building relationships easier. New

families articulated a challenge with feeling integrated into the community’s norms and

common language.

Parents provided valuable feedback and seemed to appreciate the opportunity to speak

their minds to a few listening ears. I want to express my heartfelt gratitude to all the

parents who attended the focus group meeting. Your input is invaluable and plays a crucial

role in shaping the future of our school. 

Because our meeting was in-person, it meant that some families were not able to access

the opportunity to participate. Stay tuned for upcoming dates for an additional virtual focus

group to increase our reach into the community and make sure all voices have the

opportunity to contribute in a meaningful way. We are dedicated to your feedback informing

our school’s ongoing efforts to build a home away from home.

If you have any further suggestions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out.

Together, we will continue to make our charter school a thriving and nurturing environment

for every child.

Warm regards,

Jimmy Juste
Chair of the Board of Trustees

South Shore Public Charter School 

K-6 Craft Day 2023 Volunteer Sign-up

We are looking for volunteers to help with this year's Craft Day event on Thursday,

December 21st. If you are interested in volunteering on Craft Day please sign up here. We

are asking volunteers to plan for a craft for about 50 students. Due to the structure of the
event, individuals may only register for one grade level. 

Anyone that volunteers at SSCPS must complete a CORI, attend volunteer training,
and be fingerprinted. Please plan ahead and get your paperwork completed as soon
as possible if you plan to come in and volunteer on Craft Day. This sign up will close

on Friday, December 15th to allow us time to plan. Thank you for your consideration. We

are all looking forward to this year's Craft Day!

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E094BAEA62BA0F58-46523883-k6craft#/
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Athletics and Extracurricular Activities

Afterschool Enrichment Program
Levels II and III

Crafty Creators Enrichment Highlights
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Using markers and a variety of clip arts, students constructed brown paper bag

gingerbread houses. After that, students created a little narrative about the gingerbread

characters that lived in their homes. They enjoyed telling their imaginative tales and

exploring what their friends had created.
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What's New in Projects and Workshops
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High School: School Store Workshop

Check out the School Apparel website, created by the High School School

Store Workshop!

SSCPS SCHOOL APPAREL

https://www.amerasport.com/SPIRITWEAR/products/1899/
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Community Service

Attention Students and Families
Got some community service hours done?

Use the links below to submit your community service hours!

LEVEL I COMMUNITY SERVICE LEVEL II COMMUNITY SERVICE

LEVEL III COMMUNITY SERVICE LEVEL IV COMMUNITY SERVICE

HIGH SCHOOL COMMUNITY SERVICE

Upcoming Events

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNu-svRs1wqezAVYKlvZ1EmOLlh7W_87FKzQ99H69fJuRiRw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScnSztM-epjJN_OI0oqnjbsJHUTIB9NeNYiTLROU9HbA-VirA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdu6gZ8ZfHLqwtsDbPSId5IQEUP_km89uVI5HbGUHulLYDfdQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdcrbgpNGBLZw63KiAPyqWkjZDzuhK27sArp6y-NrhSfZ6Gjg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdeFF3nmyYGQEvGdyKq25RQbUyw9aD2z4CSYBpVIh-M3tWAMg/viewform?usp=sf_link


12/6/23, 12:40 PM Weekly Update | December 6, 2023

https://mailchi.mp/sscps/weeklyupdate-120623?e=75c0482a70 15/22

Parents Association and SEPAC
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Lost & Found
Last year we donated over 15 industrial sized trash bags full of Lost & Found  items. We

know that both students and parents alike spent far too many hours searching for those

items before accepting they were gone for good.

We are going to try something slightly different this year. As in past years Lost & Found

items will be folded, displayed in hallways at 100 Longwater, and photos will be posted in

two parent-run Facebook groups including the SSCPS Parent/Guardian Information site.

The major change this year is we will follow a schedule for display/donations:
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November
Week of 11/14 - Fold/pics

11/22 - Donate

December
Week of 12/11 - Fold/pic (If needed)

12/21 - Donate

February
Week of 2/5 - Fold/pic

2/13 - Donate

April
Week of 4/1 - Fold/pic

4/9 - Donate

May/June
Week of 5/28 - Fold/pic (if needed)

6/4 - Donate

Help your students (and your wallets!)

 
LOST & FOUND

LABEL everything that comes to school. We check all clothing for names before donating

and 95% of the time there is no name.

OFFER encouragement to your children to keep track of their items.

SAVE your sanity.

TEACH your child/ren that while it is great to donate their used coats, they may want to

hold onto it for at least one season.

FOLLOW the FB sites to see pics of lost items.

UNDERSTAND the program is run by volunteers and dates are subject to change.

From the Health Office

Students entering K, 4th, 7th and 12th grade are required to submit a current physical form

that is less than 13 months old.  All students planning on participating in sports must have

a current  physical submitted to the health  office and uploaded to the SchoolID website

when registering the student to participate in sports.  Students who do not have a current

physical form on file will not be allowed to try out or participate in any sports programs. 

https://students.arbitersports.com/organizations/sscps-athletics

If your student is sick we ask that you keep them home from school. Absences  with a

https://students.arbitersports.com/organizations/sscps-athletics
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doctor's note will be excused absences. Your student is required to stay home in the

following situations:

Fever.  Students may return to school once fever has resolved for 24 hours without

any medications.

Vomiting or diarrhea.  Students may return to school once vomiting or diarrhea has

resolved for 24 hours.  

Contagious illnesses  (such as strep or conjunctivitis). Students  may return after

starting antibiotics for 24 hours and remain fever free for 24 hours. 

Positive for COVID-19.  Please contact your school nurse to determine when your

student can 

Students who develop any of these symptoms during the school day will need to be picked

up promptly.    

Please do not hesitate to reach out if you have any additional questions or concerns.

Jaime Kjelgaard, RN (K-8th) 

jkjelgaard@sscps.org, x104

Barbara Folan, RN (High School) 

bfolan@sscps.org x 182 

Special Announcements

Parent Teacher Conferences

Parent/Teacher conferences are scheduled for Friday, December 8th. Both in person and

virtual appointments are available. In person appointments are available from 8:00 am until

12:00 pm. Virtual appointments are available in the afternoon.

If your child is in grades K-4 you can expect to hear from your child’s teacher by the end of

the day with instructions for scheduling appointments. If you are having trouble scheduling

please contact your child’s teacher or John Toland, K-4 Assistant Principal.

If your child is in grades 5-12 use the link below to schedule appointments. You must first

register by clicking “Click Here to Register.” More detailed instructions can be found here. 

https://sscps.schoolappointments.com/

When scheduling in person appointments please allow time to navigate moving from one

classroom to another. If you are having difficulty with scheduling please reach out to Dee

mailto:jkjelgaard@sscps.org
mailto:bfolan@sscps.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DEYuQiK2V9LeL996qKrBtafyOr4elEZG/view
https://sscps.schoolappointments.com/admin/
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Delaney, Assistant to the Administration, at ddelaney@sscps.org or 781-982-4202 x159..

The deadline to schedule an appointment is Wednesday, December 6th.

School Picture Orders

mailto:ddelaney@sscps.org
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Dear Parents,

As a token of appreciation, Lifetouch is offering discounts on school photography!

50% off a purchase of $50+ with code THANKFUL50

40% off a purchase of $40+ with code THANKFUL40

30% off a purchase of $30+ with code THANKFUL30

Valid through 11/25/23

To order, log in to your account on  mylifetouch.com  or create an account using your

student's school ID number. Don’t forget to order your FREE Digital SmileSafe card!

More about the Smilesafe program here.

Weekly Calendar

Wednesday 12/06
Winter Concert Performing Ensemble at Hingham

Middle School, 1103 Main Street, Hingham 02043
6:00pm

Thursday 12/07

Board of Trustees

Personnel Committee

Governance Committee

Finance Committee

Development Committee

All meetings held at 700 Longwater Drive and via Zoom

7:30pm

5:45pm

6:00pm

6:30pm

7:00pm

 

Thursday 12/07 High School Homecoming Dance -Whitman VFW 6:30-10:30pm

Friday 12/08 Parent/Teacher Conferences – No school for students  

https://my.lifetouch.com/mylifetouch/?#/
https://my.lifetouch.com/mylifetouch/?#/
https://my.lifetouch.com/mylifetouch/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=ExactTarget&utm_campaign=F23_UC_Holiday_ThankYou_Resend&utm_content=cta_mylifetouch#/
https://lifetouch.com/smilesafe/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=ExactTarget&utm_campaign=F23_UC_Holiday_ThankYou_Resend&utm_content=safecard
https://click.m.lifetouch.com/?qs=df4b434f3d20e81fa926c4c2587df1a24f7eb67b04911abf50c1749adf968bca6055658d620c63e58b1dc682ccbc54a91a7a430dcfd14bde
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84603219154?pwd%3DbjVMRjJEa3JkcGJ5U1BraW43dzJjdz09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1701704695485557&usg=AOvVaw1mkTMqLFyUVGvnuabkLhlA
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Tuesday 12/12 Waitpool Lottery at 100 Longwater Circle, Norwell 10:00am

 

Important Links

Weekly Updates are emailed and posted to our
website www.sscps.org every Wednesday. 

Afterschool Enrichment Program
Back-to-School Information
Food Services
Health Office
Massachusetts Department of Transitional
Assistance
Community Service
Visit the Parents Association Website

Here are links to upcoming events and other items
of interest.  Please contact Pam Algera at
palgera@sscps.org to submit SSCPS items for
publication.

 
School
Documents:
2023-2024 School
Calendar
Student and Family
Handbook
Arrival and Dismissal
Procedures
SSCPS By-Laws

https://twitter.com/SShoreCharterPS
https://twitter.com/SShoreCharterPS
https://vimeo.com/sscps
https://vimeo.com/sscps
http://www.sscps.org/
http://www.sscps.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SShoreCharterPS/
https://www.facebook.com/SShoreCharterPS/
http://instagram.com/sscharterps
http://instagram.com/sscharterps
http://www.sscps.org/
https://www.sscps.org/student-life/student-resources/sscps-afterschool-enrichment-program
https://www.sscps.org/hidden-pages/back-to-school-resources
https://www.sscps.org/resource-pages/food-services
https://www.sscps.org/families/health-office
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/department-of-transitional-assistance
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/department-of-transitional-assistance
https://www.sscps.org/student-life/community-service
https://sscpspa.weebly.com/
mailto:palgera@sscps.org
http://files.sscps.org/browsable/About/News+And+Events/FY24%20Calendar.pdf
http://files.sscps.org/browsable/About/News+And+Events/FY24%20Calendar.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17bM-NOdrpnOnTvI8Lsn2t2GceYwJLRfju0GPMNt9U-w/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17bM-NOdrpnOnTvI8Lsn2t2GceYwJLRfju0GPMNt9U-w/edit
https://files.sscps.org/browsable/Back+to+School/FY22%20Arrival%20and%20Dismissal%20Procedures.pdf
https://files.sscps.org/browsable/Back+to+School/FY22%20Arrival%20and%20Dismissal%20Procedures.pdf
https://files.sscps.org/browsable/Governance/Public+Documents/SSCPS%20%20Bylaws%2008+17+2018.pdf
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