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A Message from John

“I awoke this morning with devout thanksgiving for my friends, the old and the new.”

- Ralph Waldo Emerson

We are entering that time of the year when many teachers and students start to prepare for

a Thanksgiving meal with friends and family. Accompanying this meal is a 4-day weekend

to spend time with loved ones. Many will be traveling near and far. Some are decorating

their homes in anticipation of guests, and others have already started cooking side dishes,
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desserts, and more. Like clockwork, students in schools all over the country will be

spending this short week learning about the Pilgrims on the Mayflower, the Wampanoag

tribes that were here when they arrived, and discussing what was really eaten at the

original Thanksgiving Feast.

Hopefully, amidst all of this revelry, we find time to reflect on what we are thankful for in our

lives. For myself, I am so full of gratitude to be working at a school that, in my time here,

continues to change and adapt. SSCPS is at times a living organization that is constantly

trying to meet the tide of new students we receive every year with grace and

understanding. We are a school that now boasts a nearly 50% multilingual rate. We are a

school that both accepts and celebrates diversity of all kinds at our school. Although our

mission statement has remained the same for many years, we remain open, optimistic,

and full of wonder toward meeting the constant shifts in our student population and what is

being taught in our classrooms. We are a living and adapting community.

SSCPS is a school that has a front seat to many of the shifts in teaching that alter how we

look back at our nation’s history. From Lexington to Concord, to the Battle of Bunker Hill, to

the self-proclaimed “Living Museum” of Plimoth Patuxet, students and teachers are

challenging many of the stereotypes and singular beliefs that many of us were taught

growing up in the area. Last week, in tandem with the 3rd Grade Social Studies curriculum,
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about 80 students were able to travel to historic Plymouth, Massachusetts to see first-hand

what they had been learning about in the classroom with their teachers. 

The third graders started their trip with a tour of the Mayflower II in Plymouth Harbor.

Students were able to step aboard this full-scale replica of the ship that brought the

Pilgrims to Plymouth in 1620. On board, they learned about how the ship sailed, where the

passengers lived, and the hardships they faced on their journey across the Atlantic. Then,

the students made their way to Patuxet, which was the indigenous name of the place

where the Mayflower passengers settled, which in the Wampanoag language means,

“place of running water.” 

Next, the students were able to visit a historic Patuxet Homesite and discover the history

and culture of the Wampanoag people who had lived on this land long before the Pilgrims

arrived. As a living museum, this is the one area of the field trip that has changed the most

from my own experience as a 3rd grader who visited what was then called Plimoth

Plantation in the 1980’s. Far more attention is now given to the indigenous people and the

museum remains committed to telling this history from multiple perspectives. While there,

students were able to step inside a wetu, learn how to make a mishoon (boat), and see

how they cooked over a fire.

Then, students visited an English Village that allowed them to step back in time to

experience Plymouth Colony in the 1620’s. In addition to experts and historians who

shared their knowledge, there were also historical performers who portrayed the residents

of the colony and interacted with the students. Oftentimes, students were encouraged to

help out with a task, or to join in a game with the settlers of the colony. The 3rd Graders

walked amongst the buildings, through the gardens, and were able to see firsthand what it

would have been like to be alive at that time. 
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In closing, I feel fortunate that while others all over the country are learning about

Thanksgiving, we were able to visit such an important historical place with just a short bus

ride. One of the slogans at Plimoth Patuxet is, “You Can’t Change History, But It Could

Change You.” Through the incredible instruction of our social studies teachers, combined

with real life experiences such as this field trip to Plimoth Patuxet, one can feel grateful that
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these students will grow up and work to improve the world as they themselves make

history.

I also want to thank AuJané, Darlene, Danette and Amy for sharing their amazing pictures.

I hope everyone has a wonderful Thanksgiving and wish you and your family all the best. 

John Toland
Assistant Principal, K-4

Athletics and Extracurricular Activities

Afterschool Enrichment Program
Levels II and III

Sports and Playtime Club
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What's New in Projects and Workshops

Level III Community Service Project

The Level III Community Service Project thanks you for your generous contributions to our

food drive! We were able to deliver many non-perishable items to the Friendly Food Pantry

in Randolph just in time for Thanksgiving!



11/21/23, 12:35 PM Weekly Update | November 21, 2023

https://mailchi.mp/sscps/weeklyupdate-112123?e=75c0482a70 8/15

For our next initiative, we are collaborating with a Boston area soup kitchen to reach the

homeless community by collecting items they need to put together the holiday gift bags

that they distribute. Please see the flyer for details. Thank you!
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High School: School Store Workshop

Check out the School Apparel website, created by the High School School

Store Workshop!

Community Service

Attention Students and Families
Got some community service hours done?

Use the links below to submit your community service hours!

LEVEL I COMMUNITY SERVICE LEVEL II COMMUNITY SERVICE

LEVEL III COMMUNITY SERVICE LEVEL IV COMMUNITY SERVICE

SSCPS SCHOOL APPAREL

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNu-svRs1wqezAVYKlvZ1EmOLlh7W_87FKzQ99H69fJuRiRw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScnSztM-epjJN_OI0oqnjbsJHUTIB9NeNYiTLROU9HbA-VirA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdu6gZ8ZfHLqwtsDbPSId5IQEUP_km89uVI5HbGUHulLYDfdQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdcrbgpNGBLZw63KiAPyqWkjZDzuhK27sArp6y-NrhSfZ6Gjg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.amerasport.com/SPIRITWEAR/products/1899/
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HIGH SCHOOL COMMUNITY SERVICE

Upcoming Events

Parents Association and SEPAC

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdeFF3nmyYGQEvGdyKq25RQbUyw9aD2z4CSYBpVIh-M3tWAMg/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Lost & Found
Last year we donated over 15 industrial sized trash bags full of Lost & Found items. We

know that both students and parents alike spent far too many hours searching for those

items before accepting they were gone for good.

We are going to try something slightly different this year. As in past years Lost & Found

items will be folded, displayed in hallways at 100 Longwater, and photos will be posted in

two parent-run Facebook groups including the SSCPS Parent/Guardian Information site.

The major change this year is we will follow a schedule for display/donations:

November
Week of 11/14 - Fold/pics

11/22 - Donate

December
Week of 12/11 - Fold/pic (If needed)

12/21 - Donate

February
Week of 2/5 - Fold/pic

2/13 - Donate

April
Week of 4/1 - Fold/pic

4/9 - Donate

May/June
Week of 5/28 - Fold/pic (if needed)
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6/4 - Donate

Help your students (and your wallets!)

 
LOST & FOUND

LABEL everything that comes to school. We check all clothing for names before donating

and 95% of the time there is no name.

OFFER encouragement to your children to keep track of their items.

SAVE your sanity.

TEACH your child/ren that while it is great to donate their used coats, they may want to

hold onto it for at least one season.

FOLLOW the FB sites to see pics of lost items.

UNDERSTAND the program is run by volunteers and dates are subject to change.

From the Health Office

Students entering K, 4th, 7th and 12th grade are required to submit a current physical form

that is less than 13 months old.  All students planning on participating in sports must have

a current physical submitted to the health office and uploaded to the SchoolID website

when registering the student to participate in sports.  Students who do not have a current

physical form on file will not be allowed to try out or participate in any sports programs. 

https://students.arbitersports.com/organizations/sscps-athletics

If your student is sick we ask that you keep them home from school. Absences with a

doctor's note will be excused absences. Your student is required to stay home in the

following situations:

Fever.  Students may return to school once fever has resolved for 24 hours without

any medications.

Vomiting or diarrhea.  Students may return to school once vomiting or diarrhea has

resolved for 24 hours.  

Contagious illnesses (such as strep or conjunctivitis). Students may return after

starting antibiotics for 24 hours and remain fever free for 24 hours. 

Positive for COVID-19.  Please contact your school nurse to determine when your

student can 

Students who develop any of these symptoms during the school day will need to be picked

up promptly.    

Please do not hesitate to reach out if you have any additional questions or concerns.

Jaime Kjelgaard, RN (K-8th) 

jkjelgaard@sscps.org, x104

Barbara Folan, RN (High School) 

bfolan@sscps.org x 182 

Special Announcements

https://students.arbitersports.com/organizations/sscps-athletics
mailto:jkjelgaard@sscps.org
mailto:bfolan@sscps.org
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School Picture Orders

Dear Parents,

As a token of appreciation, Lifetouch is offering discounts on school photography!

50% off a purchase of $50+ with code THANKFUL50

40% off a purchase of $40+ with code THANKFUL40

30% off a purchase of $30+ with code THANKFUL30

Valid through 11/25/23

To order, log in to your account on mylifetouch.com or create an account using your

student's school ID number. Don’t forget to order your FREE Digital SmileSafe card!

More about the Smilesafe program here.

Weekly Calendar

Wednesday 11/22 Early Release –Dismissal at Noon 12:00pm

https://my.lifetouch.com/mylifetouch/?#/
https://my.lifetouch.com/mylifetouch/?#/
https://my.lifetouch.com/mylifetouch/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=ExactTarget&utm_campaign=F23_UC_Holiday_ThankYou_Resend&utm_content=cta_mylifetouch#/
https://lifetouch.com/smilesafe/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=ExactTarget&utm_campaign=F23_UC_Holiday_ThankYou_Resend&utm_content=safecard
https://click.m.lifetouch.com/?qs=df4b434f3d20e81fa926c4c2587df1a24f7eb67b04911abf50c1749adf968bca6055658d620c63e58b1dc682ccbc54a91a7a430dcfd14bde
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Thurs & Fri
11/23-

11/24
Thanksgiving Break – No School  

Wednesday 11/29
Executive Committee Meeting at 100 Longwater

Circle
9:00am

Thursday 11/30 Title I Parent Meeting via Zoom 8:30am

 

Important Links
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Back-to-School Information
Food Services
Health Office
Massachusetts Department of Transitional
Assistance
Community Service
Visit the Parents Association Website
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Documents:
2023-2024 School
Calendar
Student and Family
Handbook
Arrival and Dismissal
Procedures
SSCPS By-Laws

www.sscps.org

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89469114846?pwd=WEpwZnZ2ZndxL0d2dGxZM1ZkQk9iQT09
https://twitter.com/SShoreCharterPS
https://twitter.com/SShoreCharterPS
https://vimeo.com/sscps
https://vimeo.com/sscps
http://www.sscps.org/
http://www.sscps.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SShoreCharterPS/
https://www.facebook.com/SShoreCharterPS/
http://instagram.com/sscharterps
http://instagram.com/sscharterps
http://www.sscps.org/
https://www.sscps.org/student-life/student-resources/sscps-afterschool-enrichment-program
https://www.sscps.org/hidden-pages/back-to-school-resources
https://www.sscps.org/resource-pages/food-services
https://www.sscps.org/families/health-office
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/department-of-transitional-assistance
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/department-of-transitional-assistance
https://www.sscps.org/student-life/community-service
https://sscpspa.weebly.com/
mailto:palgera@sscps.org
http://files.sscps.org/browsable/About/News+And+Events/FY24%20Calendar.pdf
http://files.sscps.org/browsable/About/News+And+Events/FY24%20Calendar.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17bM-NOdrpnOnTvI8Lsn2t2GceYwJLRfju0GPMNt9U-w/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17bM-NOdrpnOnTvI8Lsn2t2GceYwJLRfju0GPMNt9U-w/edit
https://files.sscps.org/browsable/Back+to+School/FY22%20Arrival%20and%20Dismissal%20Procedures.pdf
https://files.sscps.org/browsable/Back+to+School/FY22%20Arrival%20and%20Dismissal%20Procedures.pdf
https://files.sscps.org/browsable/Governance/Public+Documents/SSCPS%20%20Bylaws%2008+17+2018.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/sscps/weeklyupdate-112123?e=75c0482a70
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