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A Message from Alicia

October is here and despite the unusually warm weather, all the signs of school in autumn

have arrived. With three Back-to-School nights, bus route mapping, and school picture

days in our rearview mirror, we look forward to more fall events in and out of the

classroom. Yesterday we were honored by the visit of  guest speaker Werner Salinger who

shared his Holocaust experience with our students. We remain proud of how our students

handled a difficult topic and truly grateful to Werner Salinger for sharing his life experience

and the lessons learned from a horrific chapter of  world history. On behalf of the South

Shore Charter Public School community I would like to thank Mr. Salinger for his important

visit. 

https://mailchi.mp/sscps/weeklyupdate-100423?e=75c0482a70
http://www.sscps.org/
http://www.sscps.org/
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On Saturday we held the Race for Space 5k at Wompatuck State Park. Special thanks to

our sponsors and all who ran, walked, and volunteered in support of our school. We had a

wonderful turnout of student, parent, faculty, and staff volunteers who worked together to

make the event run smoothly. Today our ninth grade students are off to TreeTop

Adventures, fall sports teams are thriving in both MCSAO and MIAA leagues, the fall music

program is growing, and we are excited about the new after school enrichment program.

We remain thankful for the return of numerous community service opportunities which

allow us all to look forward to a year of giving back. 

Academic achievement remains at the forefront of all we do. The Massachusetts

Department of Elementary and Secondary Education released the Spring 2023 MCAS

results on September 19, 2023. South Shore Charter MCAS results may be found here on

the DESE website. Families may expect individual student reports to be sent home next

week. Included in the report will be information on how to read the report and interpret your

student’s results. As a school we look at MCAS scores individually, in subgroups, by grade,

and as a whole. Although we look at a myriad of assessments to determine strengths and

areas for improvement, the MCAS provides a specific window to help determine how

closely teaching and learning is aligned to what is being measured by the MCAS. We

analyze student growth scores school wide to determine areas in need of additional

support as well as pockets of excellence.  

This year we have adopted a new Math curriculum for students K-8, the iReady math

program. Also new this year is the Wonders English Language Arts curriculum adopted for

students K-4. For students in grades 7-12, we are reintroducing the Collins Writing

Program in English Language Arts and Social Studies/History. These curricula have been

adopted to address possible learning gaps students may be experiencing, as well as tailor

learning to students strengths and areas of growth. Although the school year is still new,

teachers have spent considerable time during the August and September professional

development sessions working together and learning about the best ways to implement

these exciting new programs. We look forward to continuing this work throughout the

school year. 

Another exciting project this year is the Strategic Plan. For those new to South Shore

Charter, the Strategic Plan provides our school community with a five-year map. Within the

Strategic Plan we identify what is important to our school community, what the school has

achieved over the past five years, what we need to continue to work toward, and which

direction we are headed. The Strategic Planning Committee will draft the new plan which

identifies new pursuits and goals, as well as evaluate initiatives from the 2020 Strategic

Plan that evolve and improve with time. Our goal is to have a working draft of the new

Strategic Plan available for first review by this winter. 

The Strategic Planning Committee will consist of members of our school community who

are interested in institutional advancement. This includes family members, faculty, staff,

https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/mcas/achievement_level.aspx?linkid=32&orgcode=04880000&orgtypecode=5&
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students, and Trustees. We are seeking individuals who are interested in this work and are

willing to make a significant commitment to our school community. If you are interested in

learning more about joining the Strategic Planning Committee, please email

strategicplan@sscps.org.

Alicia Savage
Executive Director

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER
WERNER SALINGER

Yesterday our school community was honored to host Werner Salinger, Holocaust
survivor and guest speaker. Mr. Salinger spoke of the historical events that led up to
the Holocaust and his childhood memories of Kristallnacht, “Night of Broken Glass”
before his family escaped to the United States. Mr. Salinger gave four talks sharing

mailto:strategicplan@sscps.org


10/5/23, 2:37 PM Weekly Update | October 4, 2023

https://mailchi.mp/sscps/weeklyupdate-100423?e=75c0482a70 4/28

his lifetime experiences. We thank Mr. Werner Salinger and his daughter Lynn
Salinger for his time and his outstanding presentations to our school community.

Photo Credit: SSCPS Student Grace Spear
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THE 2023 RACE FOR SPACE 5K

On Saturday we held the SSCPS Race for Space 5K at Wompatuck State Park. On behalf

of the South Shore Charter Educational Foundation, we'd like to extend a heartfelt thank

you to our sponsors and all who ran, walked, and volunteered in support of our school. We

had 141 participants sign up to run the race, and had a wonderful turnout of student and

parent volunteers who made the event run smoothly.
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Special thanks to our student and family member volunteers!

Lehna R. Belony

Jameson Byrne

Celine Cherant

Amelia Daniel

Jen Dizel-Byrne

Prince Gnakou

Abygale Gorman

Annas Rhimmes

John Kim

Grace Leighton

Eoin Lenihan

Joselyn Loc

Ning Loc

Wunyoh Loc

Gaven Maye

Warren Maye

Kevwe Ogagan

Daniel Olaoye

Kaylie Polefka

Kendra Polefka

Diane Poor-Maye

Julia Preble

Allyson Rankin

George Seabury

Stella Veissid

Special thanks to Karl Dreyer and the SSCPS cross country team who came and ran the

race. We would like to thank SSCPS faculty and staff members Kristine Bingham, Mary

Carter, Annette Golden, Elyse Kay, JP Marcellus, Bill Tramontana, and Dan Vasconcellos

for all of their hard work during and in preparation of race day. Additional thanks to our

behind the scenes team, Pam Algera, Abby Bingham, Adriana Diaz, Kerri Doble, and

Wayne Heuer. And a tremendous thank you to Joe Kay for all of his work organizing the

event.
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If you attended or participated in the Race for Space 5K, please take a few moments
to fill out this survey and share your feedback to help us improve future road races at
SSCPS.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSceNvPn3JHkhT8yr1XUAb-aOtvai_3TETskuEslQdAggKqA5Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
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COLLEGE BOARD AWARDEES

Congratulations to the the following seniors who have been recognized by the College

Board for outstanding student achievement:

Angel Akyea: National African American Recognition Award
Jordan Alexandre: National African American Recognition Award

Pierre Joseph: National African American Recognition Award
Samuel Santana: National Hispanic Recognition Award

Samuel Oji: National African American Recognition Award
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AFTER SCHOOL ENRICHMENT PROGRAM

Dear Families,

Unlock your child's potential with our dynamic afterschool enrichment program, tailored for

students in grades 3-6! Our engaging activities and expert instructors provide the perfect
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blend of learning and fun. Your child will have the opportunity to explore their interests,

develop new skills and make lasting friendships in a safe and supportive environment. By

offering students a range of enrichment classes, they can grow their skills and improve

their social emotional learning. The program will run throughout the year in 3 sessions. 

Session 1 runs from November 6th - December 22nd 2023 on Mondays and Wednesdays.

Please note that there are limited spots available.  If your student is not selected for

Session 1, there will be other opportunities to attend an enrichment class in Sessions 2

and 3. 

Enroll today to spark your child's curiosity and inspire a lifelong passion for learning!

Please find a description of the enrichment clubs running during Session 1 here. Use this

form to register your child.

We are excited to get started!

Sincerely,

Nadeen

nsullivan@sscps.org

LEVEL II HIGHLIGHTS

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uGZUgBbtOYvOgIK9PBO84ur9RKH2X1c_BdOMDwDf56c/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfRIMyOSUKL3IN0VtU0asGKaEtgaFzcWB5UBQTh1HEgKobg9g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfRIMyOSUKL3IN0VtU0asGKaEtgaFzcWB5UBQTh1HEgKobg9g/viewform
mailto:nsullivan@sscps.org
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Students in Nicole and Siobahn's fourth grade class are applying what they learned in their

Wonders Unit on Natural catastrophes to build structures that can withstand an

earthquake. 
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ATHELTICS
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Photo Credit: @sscps_sports

 
Jaguar of the week returns!! Here are the middle school and high school recipients for this

week’s award:

Middle School JOTW : Roman Furst is off to an incredible start for the middle school Cross

Country program. Roman has recorded a 1st place finish and also a 4th place finish in his

last meet. Congratulations to Roman!

High School JOTW: Misha Attardo has been nothing short of dominant this past month. In

just 8 games, Misha has managed to score 15 goals while dishing out 3 assists, totaling 33

points thus far. Misha has recorded 4 hat tricks this season. Congratulations to Misha!

RESULTS FROM LAST WEEK!
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Photo Credit: @sscps_sports

SOCCER
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Photo Credit: @sscps_sports

Final results from yesterday's games: Our Jaguar soccer teams' winning streak is still

going strong. 

Come cheer on the Jaguars in their upcoming games:
 

Wednesday | October 4, 2023

Varsity Girls Volleyball v. South Shore Christian Academy (Home) 4:00 pm Starland

Sportsplex & Fun Park

 

Thursday | October 5, 2023

High School Cross Country Meet 4:00 pm Franklin Park Playstead

Varsity Girls Volleyball v. Calvary Chapel Academy (Away) 4:00 pm

 

Friday | October 6, 2023

Varsity Girls Soccer v. Codman Academy (Home) 2:30 - 4:30 pm Union Point Sports

Complex

Varsity Boys Soccer v. Carver High School (Home) 4:30 - 6:30 pm 

#GoJaguars 🐾

PARENTS ASSOCIATION
UPCOMING FOCUS GROUP

Dear Parents,

I hope this message finds you in good spirits. As the Chair of our dedicated Board of

Trustees and the help of Alisha Uhlenbrock Furst, I am thrilled to invite you to an important

in-person focus group meeting aimed at revamping our parent association to make it more

engaging and easier for everyone to participate in.

Date: Oct 25, 2023

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Starland+Sportsplex+%26+Fun+Park/data=!4m2!3m1!19sChIJZb7EGZ2f5IkRtlWPHxmpfbQ
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Starland+Sportsplex+%26+Fun+Park/data=!4m2!3m1!19sChIJZb7EGZ2f5IkRtlWPHxmpfbQ
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Franklin+Park+Playstead/data=!4m2!3m1!19sChIJ7Vn76Nd744kRjf4vH5_s-80
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Union+Point+Sports+Complex/data=!4m2!3m1!19sChIJhYUEVr2d5IkRfPUnSBMB1C0
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Union+Point+Sports+Complex/data=!4m2!3m1!19sChIJhYUEVr2d5IkRfPUnSBMB1C0
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Time: 6:30 PM 

Location: South Shore Charter Public School

At our upcoming focus group meeting, we will gather to discuss and brainstorm ideas on

how we can enhance the parent association experience for everyone involved. Your

valuable input and insights are essential in shaping the future of our association, ensuring

that it meets the needs and expectations of all parents.

During this session, we will focus on several key areas, including:

Identifying Challenges: What makes it hard to participate and how can parents spend

more time being a part of the community?

Engaging Activities: Brainstorming fun and interactive activities that will encourage more

parents to participate actively.

Effective Communication: Exploring new communication methods and platforms to keep

everyone informed about upcoming events, meetings, and important updates.

Volunteer Opportunities: Identifying volunteer roles and tasks that match different skill

sets and time constraints, making it easier for everyone to contribute meaningfully.

Inclusivity: Discussing ways to ensure that every parent feels welcome and valued within

our association, regardless of their background or circumstances.

Fundraising Strategies: Brainstorming creative and effective fundraising ideas to support

our school and its various initiatives.

Your presence and input are highly valued. Diverse voices make for smarter choices! So

mark your calendars and make every effort to attend this focus group meeting. Together,

we can create a more vibrant, inclusive, and engaging parent association that benefits not

only our children but also our entire school community.

If you have any specific topics or suggestions you would like to address during the

meeting, please feel free to reply to reach out to me directly @jjuste@board.sscps.org.

Your ideas are crucial in shaping our discussion.

I look forward to seeing you all there and working collaboratively to make our parent

association the best it can be. Thank you for your continued support, and let's make a

positive difference together!

Warm regards,

Jimmy Juste
Chair, SSCPS Board of Trustees 
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UPCOMING EVENTS



10/5/23, 2:37 PM Weekly Update | October 4, 2023

https://mailchi.mp/sscps/weeklyupdate-100423?e=75c0482a70 23/28



10/5/23, 2:37 PM Weekly Update | October 4, 2023

https://mailchi.mp/sscps/weeklyupdate-100423?e=75c0482a70 24/28

COMMUNITY SERVICE

Attention Students and Families
Got some community service hours done?

Use the links below to submit your community service hours!

https://www.sscps.org/giving/2023-literacy-lane
https://www.sscps.org/giving/2023-literacy-lane
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LEVEL I COMMUNITY SERVICE LEVEL II COMMUNITY SERVICE

LEVEL III COMMUNITY SERVICE LEVEL IV COMMUNITY SERVICE

HIGH SCHOOL COMMUNITY SERVICE

FROM THE HEALTH OFFICE

If your student takes prescription medication during the school day, including epipens or

inhalers, the medication will need to be dropped off to the school nurse by an adult. 

Medication cannot be sent on the bus with students. All medication needs to be

accompanied by a prescription medication form. Your doctor may fill out their own

medication form, an Asthma Action Plan, Allergy Action Plan, or the school's Prescription

Drug Form.  No medication can be accepted without the proper paperwork.

Parents/guardians will also need to sign the form to give permission for medication to be

administered in school. Students can not bring in over the counter medication. All

medication needed at school must be held in the Health Office and have the proper

paperwork in order for it to be administered at school.  

If your student is planning on playing a school sport in the fall they must have a current

physical dated within the past 13 months. Students who do not have a current physical will

not be allowed to try out or participate in sports. You may submit health forms to:

K-8: Jaime Kjelgaard, RN Jkjelgaard@sscps.org 781-982-4202 x 104

High School: Barbara Folan, RN Bfolan@sscps.org  781-982-4202 x 182

Fax: 781-982-4201

Students entering K, 4th, 7th & 10th grade must submit current physical forms and vaccine

records. 

The K through 8 school is a peanut/nut free building. Please make sure you do not send

your child to school with any food that contains peanuts or nuts or the label reads “may

contain nuts or traces of nuts”. Caffeinated beverages are not allowed in the elementary

school. Please send your student to school with a reusable water bottle as the school does

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNu-svRs1wqezAVYKlvZ1EmOLlh7W_87FKzQ99H69fJuRiRw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScnSztM-epjJN_OI0oqnjbsJHUTIB9NeNYiTLROU9HbA-VirA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdu6gZ8ZfHLqwtsDbPSId5IQEUP_km89uVI5HbGUHulLYDfdQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdcrbgpNGBLZw63KiAPyqWkjZDzuhK27sArp6y-NrhSfZ6Gjg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdeFF3nmyYGQEvGdyKq25RQbUyw9aD2z4CSYBpVIh-M3tWAMg/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://files.sscps.org/browsable/Health+Office/FY21%20Prescription%20Medication%20Release.pdf
http://files.sscps.org/browsable/Health+Office/FY21%20Prescription%20Medication%20Release.pdf
mailto:Jkjelgaard@sscps.org
mailto:Bfolan@sscps.org
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not provide water bottles. Level 1 students should have a full change of weather

appropriate clothes that is kept at school.

Please reach out to your school nurse and teacher if your student is sick. Students who

have vomiting, diarrhea, or a fever of 100 or above need to remain out of school until the

symptoms or fever have resolved for 24 hours. If your student has strep throat,

conjunctivitis or any other contagious illness they will need to remain out until they have

been on antibiotics for 24 hours. Students who develop any of these symptoms during the

school day will need to be picked up from school promptly. Please make sure your contact

information with the school is up to date. Absences can be reported to

attendance@sscps.org.  

If your student tests positive for COVID-19 please reach out to your school nurse so it can

be determined when your student is able to return to school. Thank you!

-- 
Jaime Kjelgaard
SSCPS School Nurse

mailto:attendance@sscps.org
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THE WEEKLY CALENDAR

Monday 10/09 Indigenous People’s Day Observed – No School  

Monday 10/09 Columbus Day Observed – No School  

Wednesday 10/11
SEPAC Meeting – Parent Rights and

Responsibilities at 100 Longwater Circle
7:00pm

Thursday 10/12 Title I Information Meeting via Zoom 9:30-10:00am

 

IMPORTANT LINKS

Weekly Updates are emailed and posted to our
website www.sscps.org every Wednesday. 

Back-to-School Information

Food Services

Health Office

Massachusetts Department of Transitional

Assistance

Community Service

Visit the Parents Association Website

Here are links to upcoming events and other items
of interest.  Please contact Pam Algera at
palgera@sscps.org to submit SSCPS items for
publication.
 

 
School
Documents:

2023-2024 School
Calendar

Student and Family
Handbook

Arrival and Dismissal
Procedures

SSCPS By-Laws

 

 

http://www.sscps.org/
https://www.sscps.org/hidden-pages/back-to-school-resources
https://www.sscps.org/resource-pages/food-services
https://www.sscps.org/families/health-office
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/department-of-transitional-assistance
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/department-of-transitional-assistance
https://www.sscps.org/student-life/community-service
https://sscpspa.weebly.com/
mailto:palgera@sscps.org
http://files.sscps.org/browsable/About/News+And+Events/FY24%20Calendar.pdf
http://files.sscps.org/browsable/About/News+And+Events/FY24%20Calendar.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17bM-NOdrpnOnTvI8Lsn2t2GceYwJLRfju0GPMNt9U-w/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17bM-NOdrpnOnTvI8Lsn2t2GceYwJLRfju0GPMNt9U-w/edit
https://files.sscps.org/browsable/Back+to+School/FY22%20Arrival%20and%20Dismissal%20Procedures.pdf
https://files.sscps.org/browsable/Back+to+School/FY22%20Arrival%20and%20Dismissal%20Procedures.pdf
https://files.sscps.org/browsable/Governance/Public+Documents/SSCPS%20%20Bylaws%2008+17+2018.pdf
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