
Weekly Update | March 5, 2025
Vol. 3 Issue 1

View this email in your browser

Table of Contents:

A Message from the Board of Trustees
School Calendar & Announcements
Upcoming School & Community Events
Celebrating 30 Years of SSCPS
JJ Facey Spirit Day
On the Levels
What's New in Projects & Workshops
Afterschool Enrichment Program 2024-2025
Community Service
From the SSCPS Board of Trustees
Health Office
Parents Association, SEPAC, & ELPAC
Important Links

A Message from the Board of Trustees

Dear SSCPS Community,

I hope this message finds you well. I am writing to remind you that the Board of Trustees
will be voting on enrollment growth at our upcoming meeting tomorrow, Thursday,
March 6th, at 5:30PM. This decision is a significant step in our school’s future, and we

encourage all members of our community to stay informed and engaged.
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Records of the board’s findings from the December 4th and December 9th community
meetings are available in hard copy at the front desk and will be made digitally available

after the board meeting.

For background, on February 25th, 2025, the Massachusetts Department of Elementary

and Secondary Education (DESE) Board of Education approved our charter amendment

request to increase maximum enrollment. We were one of six charter schools seeking this

approval, and our request was granted in a 6-4 vote.

Looking ahead, if the SSCPS Board of Trustees approves this next step:

March 7th, 2025 – The newly approved seats will be included in the SSCPS

Enrollment Lottery.

April – July 2025 – SSCPS will work on building out additional space to

accommodate the growth.

August 1st, 2025 – SSCPS will officially occupy the new space.

The next few months are always a critical period in our governance cycle, and this year is

especially significant. Since the process began, the Board has engaged in thoughtful

deliberation, carefully considering both the benefits and challenges of this decision. We

invite you to join us as we reach the culmination of this collaborative process and continue

to shape the future of SSCPS together.

Thank you for being a part of the SSCPS community.

Jimmy Juste
Chair of the Board of Trustees

School Calendar & Announcements
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A reminder to all SSCPS families that we have two upcoming family focus
groups included in the second stage of our Strategic Planning process. Your voice as an

SSCPS family member is essential in discussing how our first year is going, as well as

planning for the future of SSCPS. If you can lend a hand and your voice, please attend one

of the upcoming focus groups. We encourage you to preregister so we can anticipate the

number of participants ahead of time.

If you’d like to sign up for a focus group, please use the button below to fill out the sign-up

form. Thank you!

FOCUS GROUP 1 ZOOM LINK FOCUS GROUP 2 ZOOM LINK

Focus Group Sign Up
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Click here for the complete SSCPS Events & Athletics Calendar

Upcoming School & Community Events

Grade 8 Fundraising Opportunities

Eighth graders at South Shore Charter are raising money to help fund our field trips and

group activities at the end of this year! We have two field trips coming up: one to

SSCPS Events & Athletics Calendar
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Washington D.C. and one to Boston, and we’d love your support.

A number of local restaurants and businesses have upcoming fundraising opportunities in

March and April that can help support our initiatives, from dining out or ordering from

certain restaurants to spending time at activity centers with the family! Click on the flyers

below for more details about the first two opportunities.

For any questions, please contact Kristen Mullin-Connolly at kconnolly@sscps.org

Staff Scrub Day | Friday, March 7th

A reminder to all SSCPS staff: The Community Outing Program at 100 is having a "Staff

Scrub Day" fundraiser this Friday, March 7th, in order to raise money for further enriching

activities and trips within the school community. Staff and faculty at both buildings can

donate $5 to wear comfy clothes during the day on Friday. Donations can be made in cash,

and there will be students/staff who are part of the program set up in the mornings in the

lobbies of both buildings to collect donations.
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Pi Day Eve at SSCPS
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Friends of Holly Hill Farm Programs & Events
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Celebrating 30 Years of SSCPS

For the last 30 years, South Shore Charter Public School has been a pillar of innovation,

community, and academic excellence. This school year, as we celebrate this incredible
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milestone, we’re reminded of the power of generosity in shaping our journey and

strengthening our future. As we launch this year's 30th Anniversary Annual Fund
Campaign, our goal is to raise $50,000 and have 100% family participation. Donations

will be collected through the remainder of the school year, and you can choose which

department or area of SSCPS you'd like your donation to be put toward.

Every donations makes a difference, no matter the size. Help us celebrate 30 years of

SSCPS and contribute to our future successes for 30 more years and beyond!

 

JJ Facey Spirit Day

Celebrating JJ Facey 

On Thursday, February 27, the high school community gathered to recognize and celebrate

the life of JJ Facey, Class of 2024. We were honored that the Facey family was able to be

part of the dedication ceremony. The celebration, the gift, and the scholarship

established in his name are in honor of the life JJ led as well as the lives he touched.

Those lives are many. Students in Kim Williamson’s School Store Workshop and Angie

Williamson’s School Store Project worked with the Facey family to establish a scholarship

in JJ's name. The scholarship will be awarded to two students who best exemplify the

Make a Donation
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qualities of character, respect, and sportsmanship. Special thanks to our students, Kim

Williamson, Angie Williamson, JP Marcellus, John Oliva, Christophe Teulet-Cote, Theron

Leonard, Joe McSheffrey, Wayne Heuer, Abigail Bingham, and photographer Mia Strahm.

We are grateful for the ongoing work of the Facey family, Jason, Melissa, and Jalysa, and

look forward to awarding the scholarships at the upcoming Commencement Exercises for

the Class of 2025.
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On the Levels

Black Student Union | K-4 Wax Museum
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Black Student Union Hosts Annual Black History Month Wax Museum for K-4
Students

On Monday, February 24th, in the P.E space, the Black Student Union continued its

beloved tradition of hosting the annual Black History Month Wax Museum for K-4 students.

This event has been a highlight for both the younger students and BSU members, who

always look forward to bringing history to life and engaging with the kids’ eager and curious

minds.

Throughout the event, students had the opportunity to learn about influential Black

historical figures, such as W.E.B. Du Bois, one of the founders of the NAACP, and Nelson

Mandela, the first Black president of South Africa. Their enthusiasm was evident as they

asked insightful questions, demonstrating a genuine interest in the stories and

accomplishments of these trailblazers.

The Wax Museum not only provided an engaging and interactive way for students to

celebrate Black history but also reinforced the importance of education and representation.

The Black Student Union is grateful for another successful year and looks forward to

continuing this meaningful tradition in the future. The Black student Union would also like to

thank all the students, teachers, and faculty who were able to make this event possible!
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NHS Disability Awareness Fundraiser
Support the SSCPS National Honor Society's latest fundraiser! Until March 24th, NHS will

be selling wristbands to raise money for Developmental Disability Awareness Month! The

wristbands will come in various colors that represent different disabilities, and each one will

be accompanied by an info card to spread awareness. SSCPS students at 100 and 700

can use the pre-order form below to place their orders.

 

Wristband Pre-Orders
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What's New in Projects & Workshops

Level III Community Service Project
Click the message or button below to support the Level III Community Service Project!
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Afterschool Enrichment Program 2024-2025

Chemical Creations Club

"Hands-On Science: Exploring Plasma and Color Mixing"

This week, students engaged in two exciting hands-on experiments. They explored the

fourth state of matter—plasma—by interacting with a plasma ball, observing its vibrant,

electric colors in action. Then, through a creative color-mixing experiment using food dye

and water, students discovered how primary colors blend to form new shades. Using

droppers and test tubes, they honed their fine motor skills and were fascinated by how light

enhanced the brilliance of their color creations. These activities sparked curiosity and

deepened their understanding of both science and art in a fun, interactive way!

Visit the Wishlist
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Community Service

Community Service Opportunities
Need help finding a community service opportunity? Below is a link to our regularly updated

Community Service Table filled with CS opportunities around the South Shore. Descriptions

of organizations, contact information, and more are included.

 

Interfaith Bunny Basket Program
Support the Interfaith Bunny Basket Program by contributing to their Amazon Wishlist or by

making a general donation - use the buttons below to support before March 7th!

AMAZON WISHLIST MAKE A DONATION

Community Service Table
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Submit Community Service Hours
If you've started your Community Service for the 2024-2025 school year, it's not too early to

start recording those hours today!

Use the links below to submit your community service hours.

Level I Community Service Level II Community Service

Level III Community Service Level IV Community Service

High School Community Service

From the SSCPS Board of Trustees
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Below is the Board of Trustees Meeting Agenda for the month of March. You can find more

information on the SSCPS Board of Trustees on our website here.

Health Office

FY25 March Meeting Agenda

3/5/25, 12:51 PM Weekly Update | March 5, 2025

https://mailchi.mp/sscps/weekly-update-march-5?e=75c0482a70 23/27

https://www.sscps.org/about/board-of-trustees
https://files.sscps.org/browsable/Governance/Board+of+Trustees/2024-2025/FY24%20BoT+Agenda%2003+06+25.pdf
https://files.sscps.org/browsable/Governance/Board+of+Trustees/2024-2025/FY24%20BoT+Agenda%2003+06+25.pdf
https://files.sscps.org/browsable/Governance/Board+of+Trustees/2024-2025/FY24%20BoT+Agenda%2003+06+25.pdf


In the coming weeks, the Health Office will be starting screenings for vision, hearing,

weight, and heights. These screenings are based on grades. If you would like to exempt
your student from any or all of these screenings please email:

K-8: Jaime Kjelgaard (Jkjelgaard@sscps.org)

High School: Barbara Folan (Bfolan@sscps.org)

Exemptions must be done annually. 

Please remember if your student has a fever, vomiting, diarrhea, or an infectious illness

(such as strep throat) they need to remain out of school. Students with a fever need to

remain home until they are fever free with no medication for 24 hours. Vomiting and

diarrhea needs to be resolved for a full 24 hours before returning to school. Students with

an infectious illness need to stay out until symptoms have resolved or they have completed

a full 24 hours of antibiotics. 

Students go outside for recess in most weather. Please make sure that students have

proper clothing to be outside. Students should also have a refillable water bottle daily.   

If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to reach out to the Health Offices.  

781-982-4202
Jaime Kjelgaard, RN - K-8 building (x104)
Barbara Folan, RN - High School building (x182)

Parents Association, SEPAC, & ELPAC

Parents Association

Other Ways to Get Engaged in Our School Community
Did you know there is more than one way to get engaged in our school community? Visit

the PA website Parent Volunteer Opportunities page to learn more about the following

3/5/25, 12:51 PM Weekly Update | March 5, 2025

https://mailchi.mp/sscps/weekly-update-march-5?e=75c0482a70 24/27

mailto:Jkjelgaard@sscps.org
mailto:Bfolan@sscps.org
https://sscpspa.weebly.com/parent-volunteering.html


three way you can get engaged:

1. Search through parent volunteer opportunities list – This dynamic list houses one-

time and ongoing volunteering opportunities at the school. 

2. Join a PA Committee – Email the PA if you want to join one of our standing committees

including Outreach, Events, and Fundraising PAatSSCPS@gmail.com
3. Join the SSCPS Connect Database - SSCPS Connect is a community engagement

platform that connects the skills, talents and expertise of our community members to our

school’s faculty, staff, and community leaders to support our mission to “Inspire students to

excel in academics, service, and life.” Through a comprehensive survey, we gather how

individuals want to contribute, allowing school leaders to easily search and connect to the

resources that exist right here in our community.

 

SSCPS Parent Directory Update
We are pleased to announce that the Parent Directory is now active on

our PlusPortals website. The Parent Directory provides families with a means to
connect with other SSCPS families. In order to be listed in the Parent Directory,

you must opt-in. Information will not be shared without your consent.

The first step is to activate your PlusPortals account. If your account is not yet
activated you should have received activation instructions in a separate email. 

Next, click on your name and choose "Directory Listing." 

From this page, select the information that you would like shared with the community.

Please find detailed instructions here.

Important Links

Weekly Updates are emailed and posted to
our website www.sscps.org.

School Documents

PA Website Quick Links
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1. Afterschool Enrichment Program
2. DESE Student Attendance Letter Translated:

(Arabic, Cape Verdean Creole, Chinese, Haitian
Creole, Portuguese, Spanish, Vietnamese)

3. Back-to-School Information
4. Food Services
5. Health Office
6. Massachusetts Department of Transitional

Assistance
7. Community Service
8. Visit the Parents Association Website

2024-2025 School
Calendar

Student and Family
Handbook

Arrival and Dismissal
Procedures
SSCPS By-Laws

Next Year: Updated 2025-
2026 School Calendar

Protect Your K-12 School-Issued Device!

South Shore Charter Public School has chosen Worth Ave. Group as the insurance

provider for school devices. To opt into the Voluntary Group Program click here.
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