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A Message from Haley

At South Shore Charter Public School, our World Language program is guided by a clear
and powerful goal: helping students use language with confidence and purpose beyond
the classroom. Through intentional shifts in instruction, assessment, and enrichment
opportunities, we are moving away from memorization and toward real-world
communication and cultural understanding.

With the continued support of the DESE Proficiency Outcomes in World Language Grant,
we are now in our second year of strengthening proficiency-based teaching and learning.
This funding allows our teachers to engage in professional development and use modern
assessment tools to track meaningful student growth. Rather than focusing solely on
grades or isolated grammar skills, students are learning how to communicate

https://mailchi.mp/sscps/weekly-update-january-21?e=75c0482a70


authentically; ordering food, sharing opinions, and engaging with diverse cultures in ways
that will stay with them long after graduation. These efforts also support a clear pathway
toward earning the Massachusetts State Seal of Biliteracy, a highly valued credential
recognized by colleges and employers.

Empowering Students to Speak, Not Just Study

Our proficiency-based approach at SSCPS centers on what students can actually do with
language, not just what they know about it. Rather than emphasizing memorization of
grammar rules or isolated vocabulary, instruction and assessment are aligned to real-life
communication tasks that reflect how language is used outside the classroom. Students
regularly practice listening to authentic speakers, engaging in conversations, interpreting
real-world texts, and expressing their ideas in writing and speaking.

As students progress, they build the ability to communicate with increasing
independence, accuracy, and confidence across listening, speaking, reading, and writing.
This approach allows teachers to measure growth over time, provide targeted feedback,
and adjust instruction to meet students’ needs. Ultimately, proficiency-based learning
ensures that language learning is meaningful, measurable, and transferable, preparing
students to use their language skills in academic settings, future careers, and global
communities beyond the classroom.

The Proficiency Outcomes in World Language Grant allows our school to formally assess
and track students’ language proficiency over time using nationally recognized,
proficiency-based assessments. Rather than relying solely on classroom grades, these
assessments provide clear data on how well students can listen, speak, read, and write in
real-world contexts. This information helps teachers monitor growth, identify strengths
and gaps, and adjust instruction to better support all learners, while also creating a clear
pathway toward advanced proficiency and the Massachusetts Seal of Biliteracy.

https://www.mass.gov/news/healey-driscoll-administration-awards-23-million-in-k-12-language-learning-program-grants


Spanish 2 students share what they did over the weekend while using chat mats with key
vocabulary and sentence starters to support confidence and active participation.

World Language Assessment Schedule

To support student growth, we assess proficiency at key points throughout their language
journey:



The Massachusetts Seal of Biliteracy

The Massachusetts State Seal of Biliteracy is
a prestigious award granted to graduating
seniors who demonstrate a high level of
proficiency in English and at least one
additional language. Think of it as a “gold
seal” on a diploma that signals true functional
language skills and cultural competence.

Since launching the program in 2021, South Shore Charter Public School has proudly
awarded 31 Seals of Biliteracy in Spanish, French, Arabic, Portuguese, and Haitian
Creole.

Why the Seal Matters:

College Credit: Many Massachusetts public universities and several private
institutions offer college credit to students who earn the Seal.
Career Advantage: Biliteracy provides a competitive edge in a global workforce.
A Lasting Credential: Unlike a course grade, the Seal is a permanent recognition of
a student’s skills and dedication.

How Students Qualify:

https://www.doe.mass.edu/scholarships/biliteracy/


Meet the English requirement by earning a qualifying score on the Grade 10 ELA
MCAS
Meet the world language requirement by earning an Intermediate-High score (or
Advanced-Low for Seal with Distinction) on a state-approved proficiency
assessment

Spanish Honor Society: Los Jaguares

We are also proud to be in our second year
of the Spanish Honor Society, with our
chapter known as Los Jaguares. This group
of thirty-one dedicated students celebrates
academic excellence while promoting
Spanish language learning and cultural
awareness across the school community.

Members of Los Jaguares play an active role in school-wide cultural events, classroom
support, and celebrations of Hispanic cultures. In addition, students participate in a
variety of community service opportunities, using their language skills in meaningful, real-
world contexts. These experiences reinforce the values of bilingualism, leadership,
service, and global citizenship.

Haley Edmondson
World Languages Curriculum Coordinator K-12



SSCPS students proudly being inducted into the Spanish National Honor Society in November.

Spanish Honor Society members proudly
represented Los Jaguares at Open House in

November.

Spanish Honor Society members hosting a
Sant Jordi arts and crafts activity during

Holiday Rooms in December.



School Calendar & Announcements

Weekly Calendar

Click here for the complete SSCPS Events & Athletics Calendar

Click here for the new 2026-2027 School Calendar

SSCPS Events & Athletics Calendar

Midyear Exam Schedule

https://www.sscps.org/resource-pages/calendar
https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/9ec43609-39a2-5297-2599-e00ee634a486/FY27_Calendar_DRAFT_08_26_Start.pdf
https://www.sscps.org/resource-pages/calendar


Important Announcements
Inclement Weather Notification Procedures for Families

As we enter the season when winter weather can impact our school operations, we want
to ensure all families understand how and when you will be notified about weather-related
delays, early dismissals, and closures. Please use the button below for more details on
inclement weather notification procedures at SSCPS.

INCLEMENT WEATHER PROCEDURES

https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/8b4b281a-2728-6c88-1cf9-21fa8bc75ba9/Inclement_Weather_Procedures.pdf


SSCPS Annual Family Survey
Please take a moment this week to answer the SSCPS Annual Family Survey!  Data
collected from the survey is annually reviewed by the Instructional Leadership Team, the
faculty and staff, and the SSCPS Board of Trustees to assess key measures of student
achievement, institutional strength, and areas of growth. In this way, the data collected
will not only inform day-to-day enhancements but also play a crucial role in planning for
the future.

Over the past five years, family participation in the survey has been strong, and we hope
to achieve and surpass the high level of engagement this year. We are asking each
SSCPS family to participate in the survey by reflecting on the first half of the academic
year and your overall SSCPS experience to provide data essential to our institutional
development. Your feedback is invaluable as we strive for continuous improvement and
work to provide the best possible educational experience for our students.

The deadline for survey submissions is Friday, February 13th.

SSCPS ANNUAL FAMILY SURVEY

From the Food Services Department
SSCPS Families,

The South Shore Charter Public School offers free nutritious lunch and breakfast at
school every school day for all students. Please visit our Food Services webpage to
learn more about our FREE NSLP breakfast and lunch programs and to place an order
for your child. If you haven't already, you are able to order your child’s meals online. All
families must register each child in Arbiter. Please visit the SSCPS FamilyId Programs
webpage to register your child. When registering your child for meals please be sure to
input their grade. Their student ID and homeroom teacher are not required fields. If you
do know their homeroom teacher it would be helpful but that information can always be
entered at a later time. To learn more on how to register your child click here to watch a
quick video. If you need any assistance with FamilyID registration, please call 1-800-311-
4060 or email support@arbitersports.com. All meal orders will be made directly through
this online system. If you need further assistance, please contact Charlene Salamone at
csalamone@sscps.org or by calling 781-982-4202x156.

If your family needs additional support please visit Project Bread's FoodSource Hotline.
FoodSource hotline counselors, in 180 languages, can help families find food assistance
through other sources such as the Women, Infants and Children (WIC) Program and local
food pantries.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/family2026
https://www.sscps.org/resource-pages/food-services
https://www.familyid.com/organizations/sscps-programs
https://vimeo.com/367125498
http://support@familyid.com/
mailto:csalamone@sscps.org
https://projectbread.org/foodsource-hotline


Thank you,

Charlene Salamone
Food Services Coordinator

School Picture Reminders

https://projectbread.org/get-help
https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/e5800a0c-05a4-3d9d-a8b0-cae8273f18a4/food_resources_2.pdf


Order your school pictures today!

Use the code F2510OFF for 10% off your order.
Code expires July 31, 2026.

ORDER HERE

Don’t forget to order your FREE Digital SmileSafe card!
More about the SmileSafe program here.

From the Dean’s Desk

Some weeks bring big announcements. Other weeks are about putting our heads down
and doing the work in front of us. This week feels like the second kind, in a good way.

School is busy and full of movement. Students are learning, making mistakes, fixing
them, and trying again. That process is not always neat, but it is steady. A lot of progress
shows up in small moments that are easy to miss if you are not looking for them.

I want to take a moment to be mindful of something important. The strength of a school
community is not shown by avoiding challenges. It shows up in how we respond to them
and how we move forward together. Over the past few weeks, we have seen that kind of
forward movement taking hold.

Every day, students are practicing how to be part of something larger than themselves.
They are learning how to listen, how to repair when something goes wrong, and how to
care for others even when it is not easy. That kind of learning happens in real classrooms,
with real people, and it is happening more often than not.

As adults, we are part of that work too.
When we stay steady, choose patience,
and keep showing up, we help create

https://my.lifetouch.com/mylifetouch/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=ExactTarget&utm_campaign=PPD_F25_Po15_US&utm_content=redeem#/
https://click.m.lifetouch.com/?qs=2a425cb3b81c7824b0fbad316017be2b0bd2124d90bbede74685bf6c088171bcf8945468354099409166c1106fc7e996874db53c9bf85911f735387910c85ff5


the conditions where students can do
their best.

Thank you for the trust, care, and
positivity you bring to our school
community. 

Warmly,

Walter Duncan
Dean of Students (K–6)

Upcoming School & Community Events

Upcoming SSCPS Events
Transportation Focus Group 2
Thank you to all who participated in our first Transportation Focus Group! Feedback from
our SSCPS family members is essential to help all of our programs and services run
smoothly. Now that the SSCPS regional transportation program is in its third year, your

input will help us to refine our transportation services for our student community.

Please join us on Wednesday, January 28 at 6:30pm for our second transportation
focus group via Zoom. We will be using data from the survey to guide discussions and
answer questions from the SSCPS community surrounding our transportation services.

TRANSPORTATION FOCUS GROUP

SSCPS Winter Semi | Grades 9 & 10

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81609564787?pwd=8Mc725wequFtZRLltCickgUlRki23B.1&mc_cid=fc97169a3e&mc_eid=abb9df315c#success


BUY TICKETS

https://students.arbitersports.com/programs/winter-semi-2026
https://students.arbitersports.com/programs/winter-semi-2026


On the Levels

Black Student Union Hosts MLK Day Celebration
In honor of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day on January 19, the Black Student Union hosted
a special movie screening on MLK Day. The event provided students with an opportunity
to engage with Dr. King’s powerful legacy and reflect on the continued importance of
justice, equality, and nonviolent activism in today’s world. In solidarity and remembrance,
students also participated in a Black Out Day, wearing black to honor Dr. King’s impact
and to stand in unity for equity and social justice.

NHS Tutoring Committee
The SSCPS National Honor Society is offering peer tutoring for all high school students!
Use the form below to request a tutor and the committee will pair you with a tutor that
best fits your needs. Tutoring is open to all SSCPS high school students for any subject!

REQUEST A TUTOR

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe0VDooAiColHot7gVtNdq_p95ekxQKsPOUZ6RyOwFE9aiMGg/viewform


What’s New in Projects and Workshops

Grade 6 Community Service Project
The Grade 6 Community Service Project is collecting gently used linens to donate to
Buddy and Friends Animal Rescue! Donations can be dropped off to Laura Bosse in
Room 101 at 100 Longwater Circle until January 30th.



Afterschool Enrichment Program



Session II of Enrichment is off to a great start!
Session Two of our Afterschool Enrichment Program kicked off yesterday, and the
excitement was contagious! Students arrived eager to jump back into their clubs and
wasted no time getting started.

In Kickboxing, students brought high energy as they learned new moves and focused on
strength, balance, and self-confidence. The STEAM Dream Team got straight to work with
hands-on engineering activities, encouraging creativity, collaboration, and problem-
solving. Over in Dance Blast, students began learning their dance routine, working
together to master steps and set the tone for an energetic and fun session ahead.

It was a strong and joyful start to Session Two, and we’re excited to see our students
continue to grow, create, and shine in the weeks to come!



From the Health Office

Important Reminders | 2025-2026
Please be advised that per our school policy, if your student has a fever, vomiting,
diarrhea, or a contagious illness, they must remain out of school until symptoms have
resolved for 24 hours without medication or they have been on antibiotics for a full 24
hours. If your student will be absent from school, please email attendance@sscps.org
as well as your student’s teacher.

This is also a reminder that over-the-counter medications (including, but not limited to,
eye drops, allergy medications, cough medications, vitamins, and nasal sprays) may not
be brought into school by students. All medication within the school system is considered
prescription and requires a doctor’s prescription medication form. Before any medication
is brought to school, it must be discussed with the school nurse and must be
accompanied by the required prescription medication form. If a student is found to have
any medication on them, it will be brought to the health office and a parent will need to
pick it up or it will be disposed of.

Please also be advised that we will be beginning state-required vision, hearing, height,
and weight screenings, based on your student’s grade. If you would like to opt your
student out of part or all of these screenings, please email your student’s school nurse.

Please make sure all students are dressed appropriately for the weather.  Students go
outside for recess daily, except in inclement weather or when the wind chill temperature
drops below 20 degrees. Students in grades K through 2nd should have a spare set of
weather appropriate clothing in their backpacks/classrooms.

https://mailchi.mp/sscps/weekly-update-january-21?e=75c0482a70


Contacts:
Grades K–8: Jaime Kjelgaard (jkjelgaard@sscps.org) & Erlin Martinez
(emartinez2@sscps.org)
Grades 7–12: Barbara Folan – bfolan@sscps.org

SSCPS Health Office

Community Service

Community Service Opportunities
Need help finding a community service opportunity? Below is a link to our regularly
updated Community Service Table filled with CS opportunities around the South Shore.
Descriptions of organizations, contact information, and more are included.

Community Service Table

Submit Community Service Hours
If you've started your Community Service for the 2025-2026 school year, it's not too early
to start recording those hours today!
Use the links below to submit your community service hours. Please note that Levels III,
IV, and High School students are required to enter their own community service
hours using their school email. Family members of students on Levels I and II have
been given direct access to the forms and do not need a school email.

LEVEL I FORM LEVEL II FORM

https://mailchi.mp/sscps/weekly-update-january-21?e=75c0482a70
https://mailchi.mp/sscps/weekly-update-january-21?e=75c0482a70
https://mailchi.mp/sscps/weekly-update-january-21?e=75c0482a70
https://www.sscps.org/student-life/health-office
https://www.sscps.org/student-life/community-service/community-service-table
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScNx1AfQFBBdaryElp9xzWCFrJuwQuX6uz8X-RkeU0q4jjyKA/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfkpd724pSzAW3VzDf-KgzWp2_9d54kC2vQ-5Irp5LaCoQxPw/viewform


LEVEL III FORM LEVEL IV FORM

HIGH SCHOOL FORM

Parents Association, SEPAC, & ELPAC

Parents Association Updates
General PA Info

Check out the PA website for meeting agendas/minutes, the new bulletin board and other
handy info: https://sscpspa.weebly.com/

More updates from the Parents Association can be found on our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SSCPSParentGuardianInfo

POD PARENT SIGN-UP

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSffcMT8PNI81njzdrME4_WnwfphfaHfCH5OTk7g3Z4Jcrejbw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSduKXUyrxJk9gjUEZWYfwoHUxiCzLMEyqQNNdbbTU5yJNy7UA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSezJ1TaqnKuD3ylFJbkfaalt8q0ovgyGpPVaf_byfBv5Qn9zg/viewform
https://sscpspa.weebly.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SSCPSParentGuardianInfo
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4CA9AB23A2FF2-60234311-podparent#/


SEPAC Updates
Tomorrow | SEPAC Meeting



Important Links
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School Documents:

NEW: 2026-2027 School Calendar

2025-2026 School Calendar

Student and Family Handbook

Arrival and Dismissal Procedures
SSCPS By-Laws

2024-2025 SSCPS Annual Report

DESE Integrated Monitoring Review

Copyright (C) 2026 South Shore Charter Public School. All rights reserved.

Want to change how you receive these emails?

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe

http://eepurl.com/dEWJhH
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https://www.sscps.org/student-life/student-resources/sscps-afterschool-enrichment-program
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https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/3a893961-35f4-97dd-3592-1ab17ee78272/Cape_Verdean_Creole_CA_Letter_from_Commisioner_and_Superintendents.doc.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/3a893961-35f4-97dd-3592-1ab17ee78272/Cape_Verdean_Creole_CA_Letter_from_Commisioner_and_Superintendents.doc.pdf
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https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/5fbd72b6-f72a-310e-bf3e-6513ebcd48da/Haitian_Creole_CA_Letter_from_Commisioner_and_Superintendents.doc.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/5fbd72b6-f72a-310e-bf3e-6513ebcd48da/Haitian_Creole_CA_Letter_from_Commisioner_and_Superintendents.doc.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/ecc91b1d-24d5-4f87-2b87-98b6db7e9ef6/Portuguese_CA_Letter_from_Commisioner_and_Superintendents.doc.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/f5d2bb7e-451a-10e2-fe37-6c06fb55ba48/Spanish_CA_Letter_from_Commisioner_and_Superintendents.doc.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/cae740be-572f-3f1b-22c5-4234f021a530/Vietnamese_CA_Letter_from_Commisioner_and_Superintendents.doc.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/cae740be-572f-3f1b-22c5-4234f021a530/Vietnamese_CA_Letter_from_Commisioner_and_Superintendents.doc.pdf
https://www.sscps.org/academics/back-to-school-resources
https://www.sscps.org/resource-pages/food-services
https://www.sscps.org/student-life/health-office
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/department-of-transitional-assistance
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/department-of-transitional-assistance
https://www.sscps.org/student-life/community-service
https://sscpspa.weebly.com/
https://mcusercontent.com/182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d/files/9ec43609-39a2-5297-2599-e00ee634a486/FY27_Calendar_DRAFT_08_26_Start.pdf
https://files.sscps.org/browsable/About/News+And+Events/FY26%20Calendar.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AvKzoQD3C9YzqDTmbeDYYPdsPr-nAmq9b1c4ayZzCmM/edit?usp=sharing
https://files.sscps.org/browsable/Back+to+School/FY22%20Arrival%20and%20Dismissal%20Procedures.pdf
https://files.sscps.org/browsable/Governance/Public+Documents/SSCPS%20%20Bylaws%2008+17+2018.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1758144657/sscpsorg/fvtf6scjkyihqmztnscl/SSCPSAnnualReport2025.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1761314072/sscpsorg/sytw9ydoubaqy0ue3wf6/LocalOutreachandNotificationTemplateSouthShoredocx.pdf
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https://sscps.us18.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=182f9f0b4af6e7b4707d6577d&id=b01b404ca3&t=b&e=75c0482a70&c=1ddfa4cf63

